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Picking blackberries can be a tricky business, avoiding the thorns, stopping the 
ripest looking ones from falling to the ground when you’ve had to stretch to 
reach them, not getting covered in blackberry juice, and how is it that two 
bushes very close together can yield blackberries with very different tastes? Still 
when you get a good one it’s well worth the effort. If you know of any special 
locations to go Blackberry picking then I’d be delighted to hear – if you email me 
I promise not to tell anyone else  

� 
But you know what comes hot on the heels of blackberries? Conkers. And falling conkers are a sign 
we’re entering the autumn season. The time when children go back to school and lots of things in 
life and church start up again. I wonder why it is that as nature starts to think about winding down, 
people start to thin about ramping up.  Maybe it’s as Ecclesiastes 3:1 says, óThere is a time for 
everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens.ô 

 

So in this edition of the Log we reflect on some of the activities that took place over the summer 
season (such as the Confirmation Service and the Garden Party) and point forward to some of the 
autumn activities still to come - see below and page 4: 

 

Thank You 

First a sincere thank you to Robert Walker of Advanced Print Solutions in Longridge for kindly 

altering our church noticeboards to Include Revd Jesse's name and also to members of Longridge 

Men's Shed for helping to fix the fencing between the bowling green and Longridge Church of 

England Primary School.  

 

Great North Run – 7 September  

While writing this little section, I’ve just seen that earlier in August Alex 
Yee, the Great British Olympic Triathlete recorded a personal best time of 
13:13.89 for 5,000 metres. That’s going at the incredible pace of just 
under 2 minutes 39 seconds per kilometre – wow! I shall not be running 
anywhere near that speed on 7

th
 September when I take part in the Great 

North Run. However, I do hope to raise some money for the British Heart 
Foundation.  Thank you to everyone who has already given generously 
and it’s not too late to still donate if you would like to.  You can either scan 
the QR code on the right or use the webpage:  

     https://ajbellgreatnorthrun2025.enthuse.com/pf/michael-barton 

 

 

https://ajbellgreatnorthrun2025.enthuse.com/pf/michael-barton
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Longridge Soapbox Derby – Sunday 14
th

 September  

I’m conscious the early morning road closure of Berry Lane to facilitate the setup of the Longridge 
Soapbox Derby, along with the busy crowd by the time our 10am service finishes can make it hard 
for many of you to get to and from St Paul’s Church on this Sunday morning. If this is a 
consideration for you, please do not worry because there will be a joint service with Christ Church at 
the normal time of 6.30pm at St Lawrence Church. It will be good to see as many of you there as 
possible. 

In addition, rather than cancelling the 10am morning service, last year’s encouraging turnout for 
morning prayer has inspired me to go one step further this year and host a simple 30 minute spoken 
Holy Communion Service at St Paul’s Church for those who can attend. This will also be a good 
opportunity to pray for our community.  

Autumn Alpha Course 

Whether you’re a seasoned Christian or wanting to explore the Christian faith for the first time, the 
Alpha Course is a great place to ask some of the big questions about life and God in a relaxed 
environment while also getting to know some fantastic new people.    

Our Autumn course begins on Thursday 25
th

 September 7.30 – 9.15pm and runs for 8 

sessions (taking a one-week break for Half Term) until Thursday 20
th
 November in the St Paul’s 

Centenary Room. It’s free and a simple meal and dessert is provided and dietary needs can be 
catered for if you let me know in advance. If you are interested in attending, or if you have any 
questions, please do email me at: revmikebarton@gmail.com    

Everyone is welcome and feel free to bring any friends who may be interested as well.  

Autumn Social – Saturday 27
th

 September  

This is a great opportunity for us all to get together socially at the Pavilion on the Longridge 
Showground for fun, food and games. See page 23 for full details. 

Season of Creation Ecumenical Service – 6.30pm, Sunday 28th September 

Taking place at St Wilfrid’s we’ll be thinking about how God meets us in the beauty of His creation 
and how we can respond.  

Harvest Festival 2025 

Similar to previous years, our Harvest Festival services (8am BCP, 10am All Together Worship and 
6.30pm Harvest Songs of Praise) will all take place at St Lawrence Church, Sunday 12

th
 October. 

Please put the date in your diary and more details about the Harvest walk and other activities will 
follow in the October edition of the Log.  

 

School Uniform Fund. 

Thank you to those who have donated money to the School Uniform Fund this year as the 
summertime can be a particular crunch time when families need to kit out their children for the 
academic year ahead. Your generosity is much appreciated and helps children go to school feeling 
confident and looking smart. The fund remains open throughout the year so if you or someone you 
know is struggling to meet the cost of buying a school uniform then please do contact me or Revd. 
Jesse Adesina. Equally we are happy to receive donations at any time. 

 

Foodbank 

A reminder that the Foodbank continues to operate every Friday at St Paul’s Church between 11am 
and 1.30pm. In addition, it is often possible to drop in and speak with other helpful agencies such as 
Citizens Advice during this time. More information can also be found at:  
https://ribblevalley.foodbank.org.uk/ and I’m happy to receive donations at the Vicarage door by 
prior arrangement.  

Vicarôs Notes continued ééé. 

mailto:revmikebarton@gmail.com
https://ribblevalley.foodbank.org.uk/
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My First Weeks in Longridge 

Settling into Longridge has been an exciting 
and heartwarming experience for my family 
and me. From the very beginning, the town 
has welcomed us with open arms, making our 
transition smooth and enjoyable. One of the 
first events that stood out was the church 
garden party held in our honour. It was a 
wonderful afternoon filled with laughter, 
games, and plenty of water fun with the 
children. Playing alongside them, giving high-
fives, and seeing their joyful faces made me 
feel instantly at home.   

 

The people of Longridge have been incredibly helpful, not just in welcoming us but also in helping 
us navigate the town. Residents patiently described places, suggested routes, and shared tips 
about local shops and where Sainsburys and Aldi are. I was particularly amazed at how many 
people recognized me on the streets because they had seen my name and picture in the Log 
magazine. It was humbling and exciting to feel known even before I had the chance to meet 
everyone personally. 

 

Life in Longridge has been pleasant and smooth for the whole family. Eric is happy and telling 
everyone about his new room, got him registered at the nursery, and Tosin has found it easy to get 
to work. The routines of our daily lives are falling into place, which has made the transition less 
stressful. I’ve also enjoyed taking services and participating fully in church life. The warmth and 
friendliness of the congregation have made each service uplifting and inspiring, and I am grateful 
for the opportunities to connect with members and lead worship. 

 

One of our first outings in Longridge was attending the Longridge/Goosnargh Agricultural Show. It 
was a vibrant and lively experience, with so many people attending and a fascinating display of 
tractors and lots more. The event gave us a sense of the community’s spirit and offered a 
memorable glimpse of local life.   

 

There is still much to learn. With so many people to meet and names to remember, I am not quite 
there yet, but I am learning quickly. Social interactions and friendly greetings as well as cards and 
gifts received have made the process enjoyable. 

 

Overall, these first weeks in Longridge have been full of joy, laughter, and discovery. The 
friendliness of the people, the warmth of the church community, and the beauty of the town itself 
have made us feel truly at home. I look forward to the weeks, months and years ahead as we 
continue to grow into this new chapter of life. 

             Rev Jesse Adesina 

72 Berry Lane,  
Longridge 
PR3 3WH 
 

01772 788 400 

WWW.BLUEMOONCOMPUTERS.COM 
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CONFIRMATION 

 

Congratulations to Isobel Barton and Eleanor Oates 

who were Confirmed by the Bishop of Burnley,  

Rt. Rev. Joe Kennedy in St. Paul’s Church  

On  the 16
th
 July. 

Childrenôs Church 
 

What a lovely summer we have had at Children's Church! Usually 

we can expect to have some quiet weeks over the summer 

months however we have been delighted to have good numbers 

most weeks and sometimes even more than we expected! We 

have been following the series of the main church, working 

through the book of Ephesians and it has been lovely to explore 

some of God's promises to us as well as how to live our lives.  

 

 

Highlights have included learning new songs, kind 

actions that help us lead good lives and how 

impossible it is to measure God's love for us.  

As we approach September we look forward to 

preparing for Harvest.  

 
 
 
 



Clergy & Church Officers 

 
Vicar    Rev. Mike Barton  The Vicarage, Church Street 01772 389837 revmikebarton@gmail.com 

Curate    Rev Jesse Adesina        revjesseadesina@gmail.com 

Retired Clergy:  Rev. John Ball     07754 771220  
    Rev. Adrian Mairs 8 Hacking Drive  01772 356015 adrian.s.mairs@gmail.com 

           07899 905768 
Licensed Reader  Janet Mortimer 8 Tootle Road  07734 475762 jan.mortimer1958@hotmail.co.uk 
Churchwardens  Dot Little  26 Hoghton Road  01772 783998 dotlittle003@gmail.com  

    Dorothy Laver 19 The Pastures, Grimsargh 07719 389529 dorothy.laver@gmail.com 

Deputy Wardens  Graham Kelsall        graham@oaktreehouse.net 

    Mae Heys  29 Fell Brow   07740 068099  

PCC Secretary  Barbara Burton 7 Chaigley Road     brbrbrtn6@gmail.com  

PCC Treasurer  Graham Kelsall        graham@oaktreehouse.net 

Safeguarding  Officer Elizabeth Hemingway       psostlandplongridge@gmail.com 

Parish Administrator Michael Dawson See hours below  01772 783281          secretarystlandplongridge@gmail.com 
Health & Safety Officer Vacant 

Parish Administrator  
   Michael Dawson     
 Parish Office Monday and Wednesday  9:30—12:30 
 Friday 9.30—15.30    01772 783281 
 
Altar Flowers 
Hon. Sec. St. Lawrence   Dot Little  01772 783998 
     Judith Kaye 01772 785114  
    
Hon. Sec. St. Paul Ellen Dawson  07487 741745  
     ellendawson7@gmail.com 
 
Choir 
Organist and Choir Director Karen Au   
     karen.au1990@gmail.com  
        
Church Lads & Church Girls Brigade  
Wednesday Nights Berry Lane School Term Times 
Martins 6 pm, Young Members 6.30 pm JTC/Seniors 7.00 pm 

    Oliviastewart@clcgb.org.uk  
Crafty Café 
Last Monday each month, Centenary Room 1.30 - 3.30pm also: 
 Contacts   Helen Bailey  07891 075023 
    Bev Keating 
    Jean Saunders 01772640146   
Handbell Ringers 
Leader  Judith Kaye Park View, Fleet Street, PR3 3ED
  judithkaye@sky.com  01772 785114 
   

 
Childrenôs Church 
Carolyn Barton    carolynbarton@hotmail.co.uk 
   
 
Mothers Union  7.30pm on 1st Tuesday 
Enrolling Member Judith Kaye Park View, Fleet Street, PR3 3ED 
   judithkaye@sky.com  01772 785114 
 
Prayerline  If you would like our prayer team to pray for you e-mail 
Muriel Anderson  12 Plessington Court, Brewery Street, Longridge 
  Murielanderson33@gmail.com  07823 762089  
 
Tuesday Club 7.30pm on 2nd Tuesday 
Chairman Fred Little 26 Hoghton Road 01772 783998 
Hon. Sec. Adrienne Atkinson   01772 783091 
   adbil1959@gmail.com 
 
Walkie Talkies 
  Hannah Green 20 Darwen Close 01772 783558 
 
Bereavement Group  
meets on 1st Monday of the month including Bank Holidays 
  Karen Burdett    07712 440135 
  karenlburdett@hotmail.com 

Organisations 

Parochial Church Council 
 

Chairman      Rev. Mike Barton   
Hon. Secretary     Barbara Burton 
Hon. Treasurer & Stewardship Recorder Graham Kelsall 
 
Members:       Clergy and Churchwardens 
      Amii Bateson, Karen Boardman, Helen Clements, Ellen Dawson, Andrew Filder,  
      David Hartley, Mae Heys, Philip Jones, Vernon Kinrade, Terry Lewis,  
      Rosemary Lyons, Barbara McCormick, Annamarie Rogers-Waterman, Val Wardley,   
      Stephanie Willan.  

Longridge C of E Primary School 
www.longridge-ce.lancsngfl.ac.uk 

Headteacher 
 Mrs Catherine Parkin  
  head@longridge-cofe.lancs.sch.uk 
 
Clerk to the Governors 
 Val Morris 01524 581136 c/o the School Office 

 School Office 01772 782378  
   bursar@longridge-cofe.lancs.sch.uk 
 
Pre-School  01772-780078 
PTFA Hon. Sec. Katie Keighley 
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Sidesmen and Sideswomen 
 

Karen Boardman, Bev Keating, Janet Heap,  
Peter Turver, Lib Turver, Graham Kelsall,  

Val Wardley, Dianne Sanderson, Muriel Anderson,  
Merilyn Kinrade, Barbara Burton,  

Ian Cookson, Ruth Buckley, Jennifer Sturzaker, Kai Ng,  
Helen Eccles, Keith Thompson, Judith Singleton. 

 
Duty Wardens 
 

Ali Ng, Dot Little, Dorothy Laver, Mae Heys, Vernon Kinrade,  
Barbara McCormick, Kathleen Sturzaker,  

Nick Grogan, Kelly Grogan. 

mailto:churchwardenstlandplongridge@gmail.com
mailto:ellendawson7@gmail.com
mailto:Oliviastewart@clcgb.org.uk
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Exclusive Cards  
Helium Balloons 

CHARISMA 
Proprietor; Tracey McComb 

01772 783043 
87 Berry Lane, Longridge, 

Preston PR3 3WH 

Mary Frances 
 

School Uniforms  
Work wear 

Printing and Embroidery service  
 

59 Derby Road Longridge PR3 3JT 
01772 784272 

Rewires - Extra Sockets - Security Lighting 
Burglar Alarms - Small Appliance Repairs 

Fluorescent Tubes - Light Bulbs - Etc. 
EV chargers Supplied & Fitted 

www.longridge-electrical.co.uk 

38 Berry Lane 
Longridge 

Tel. 01772  

783837 

Steve Harling Decorating 
Local tradesman for all your 

decorating needs. 
Est 1987 

High Quality Painting & Decorating 
Commercial & Domestic, Interior & Exterior 

Insurance  Quotations 
 
 

01772 785090 / 07966 185273 
steharling@gmail.com 

28 Water Meadows. Longridge, PR3 3BW 

/ƘŀǊǘŜǊŜŘ /ŜǊǝŬŜŘ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘŀƴǘǎ 

WHALLEY SWARBRICK 

Whole business support and analysis 
Free Initial Consultation 

 
Whalley Swarbrick Limited 
16 Berry Lane, Longridge 

Email: greg@whalleyswarbrick.co.uk 
01772 785405 

Interior & Exterior 

Painter & Decorator 
Experienced, Reliable, Quality & Value 

 
 

Stuart Black 
01772 862 863 
07811 352 990 

Quilterôs Quarters  

Sewing, Knitting & Crochet supplies 
Wide range of fabric, wool, 
haberdashery, threads and  

other craft supplies  
Lessons available  

32 Derby Road, Longridge, PR3 3NP  
Tel: 01772 780998 

Email quilters.quarters@outlook.com 
www.quiltersquarters.co.uk 

RAYMOND JAMES 
 

Wayne Hayhurst MCSI 
Chartered Wealth Manager & Principal 

 
8 Berry Lane, Longridge PR3 3JA 

Tel: 01772 780 300 
Email: 

Wayne.Hayhurst@raymondjames .com 
www.ribblevalley.raymondjames.uk.com 

           LONGRIDGE 
      ELECTRICAL 
  SERVICES & LIGHTING 

Wayne Hayhurst MCSI 
Chartered Wealth Manager  

Chief Executive Officer 
 

8 Berry Lane, Longridge PR3 3JA 
01772 970470 

www.Two10InvestmentServices.co.uk 
Wayne.Hayhurst@Two10InvestmentServices.co.uk 

 

Longridge Hub, 27 Inglewhite Road 
PR3 3JS 

Telephone/WhatsApp 07817 398494 
www.facebook.com/absoluteenigmagifts  

Pipkins Gifts Toys Childrenôs Clothing  
Mill House Gifts Cards  
The popular Frenchic Paint 
 
The Mill House 64 Berry Lane, Longridge 

at  

Longridge Wool and Yarn 
West Yorkshire Spinners 

Rico Design 
James Brett 
Workshops 

 
07761 842010 

Tuesday-Saturday 9.30-5pm 
Berry Lane, Longridge 

 

 
We require properties to sell and let in your 

area. 
66 Derby Road, Longridge, PR3 3FE 

Get in touch today 
01772 233380 

longridge@holdens.co.uk 

We offer: 
Wide angle photography 

Video tours 
Floor plans 

Drone coverage of your home (Ts&Cs apply) 
Individually designed colour brochures 

Flexible appointment viewings 
Mortgage advice 

Free property advice 
Access to websites such as  Zoopla and Rightmove 

Free property valuations 
Let only rental service & fully managed rental service 

mailto:steharling@gmail.com
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU – Aly Brennan 

Hi everyone! My name is Aly Brennan, firstly I would like to say thank you to 

everyone for making me feel so welcome into the Church family. So, a little 

bit about me.  

I have lived in Longridge for 5 years, it was always my ambition to buy my 

own home, so when I was 22/23 and living with my parents, I worked 2 jobs 

and saved, saved, saved! I moved into my home just after my 25
th
 birthday.  

The biggest loves of my life would be Chester, Rupert and Syke, these are 

my beautiful cats who I adore and dote on. My family mean the world to me, 

I have great relationships with both parents and my sister who brought my 

first nephew Franklin into the world last year.  Franklin just turned one in 

July and is a very cheeky, happy boy, to him I am known as La-la although this is a work in 

progress. 

I have always worked since I was 16, and this has predominantly been in the Customer Service 

field, this has been in pubs, restaurants, a fire safety company and even a garden centre. I love 

helping people and solving problems which is why I feel like this is the line of work I have remained 

in as I get a real sense of achievement and job satisfaction.  

I currently work in Clitheroe for a company called WillPowders Ltd.  This is a health and wellness 

company, it is a small company but is growing quickly. I manage a team of two staff members at 

the moment but again, this is also growing! The business prides itself on looking after their staff 

members and I must say, out of the various roles I have this really is my favourite.  

I can’t say I lead an overly exciting life, I am very content being at home and surrounded by my 

pets, or being at my parents in Chipping with their pets (4 x donkeys, 1x chicken, 4 cats and a 

tortoise). I love to bake cakes and cookies which I often practice and share with my neighbours. 

I was brought up in the Christian faith, I was Christened and Confirmed and attended Sunday 

School regularly. I also took part in the annual Club-day parades sitting on the church float. As I 

grew older and went through high-school and college I had lost sight of this as many do,  however 

towards the end of last year I lost my Grandad, Peter. He was a wonderful man and I was there 

with him and my mum in his final moments. After he passed away just before Christmas 2024, I felt 

the impact of his loss which caught me by surprise and it caused me to feel lost and as though 

something was missing. On 12
th
 January 2025, I found myself drawn to Church, so I sat myself on 

the back pew and little did I know that attending the Sunday morning service would become the 

highlight of each week and create great friendships which I now share with Barry & Ann. I am 

enjoying my promotion to the desk at the back of the church and learning the ropes from Lawrence 

and Karen! 

Everyone in the church has been kind, caring and welcoming and I would like to thank everyone for 

this and please do say hello if you see me! 

  

The Funeral Directors 
Martinõs 
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Remembering Sir Brian Clarke – leading stained-glass artist and designer  
of the gallery windows at St Lawrenceôs, who has died aged 71 

We were saddened to hear of the death of Brian Clarke in 
July. From his early roots in Lancashire, he was to 
become one of the most important stained-glass artists in 
the world. From the 1980’s onwards he collaborated with 
some of the world’s most prominent architects to create 
stained glass designs for hundreds of projects worldwide. 
His majestic works graced shopping malls, airports, 
mosques, synagogues and churches. In 2010 the Pope 
blessed a stained-glass window he had created for the 
papal nunciature in Wimbledon, replete with transparent 
ultramarines and rich ruby reds. Here in Longridge we 
have always been proud that we played a part in his early 
career by commissioning him to design the St Lawrence’s gallery windows in 1974.  

Once described as the ‘rock star of stained glass’, Clarke described his mission as resurrecting this 
ancient art form and making it relevant to contemporary architecture. ‘Originally,’ he said, ‘the 
church was where stained glass was born and nourished, and to have it have another life, you had 
to drag it kicking and screaming out of an ecclesiastical environment and into an urban, secular life.’ 
He has been a key figure in keeping this magnificent art form alive and relevant today. 

Clarke saw stained glass as an art comparable with painting, poetry or music. ‘If you can harness 
the liquid nature of the material,’ he said, ‘you see the kind of elements that form the world: the fire, 
the air, the bubbles, the fury of creation. When you look through a stained-glass window you have 
not only a physical window, but also you have a metaphorical one on to the world.’ 

Brian was born in 1953 in Oldham, the son of Edward, a coal miner and Lilian, a cotton spinner. He 
won a scholarship to the Oldham School of Arts and Crafts aged 11 and then went on to study at 
Burnley School of Art from 1968. He had been interested in stained glass since his childhood. ‘I saw 
a stained-glass window being installed in a church in Lancashire, and it filled me with interest for the 
medium’. He never forgot this early experience and by 1973, barely into his twenties, he began to 
work with glass. Based in Preston, he made a Guild Window for Preston Parish Church, also 
individual windows at Coppull Church and St John’s Accrington. In 1974 Clarke travelled across 
Europe as part of the Churchill Memorial Trust Fellowship, meeting other craftspeople and studying 
the windows of cathedrals and churches.  

At the end of 1974 he received the commission for the extensive series of windows in St Lawrence’s 
Church. They hold an important place as Brian’s first really original works. My own memories of that 
time were that my father Rev. Peter Furness was keen to have stained glass put into the gallery 
windows at St Lawrence’s. He had heard of Brian from a friend of his, the Rev. Stanley Finch who 
was a vicar in Burnley.  

 
His daughter Liz Finch was an artist who Brian had met at art 
school and later married. Brian duly came to tea at the 
Vicarage to discuss the windows, and despite my dad’s initial 
fears that the windows might be a little bit ‘modern’ for 
somewhere like Longridge, I think Brian convinced him and 
the commission went ahead, being donated by the Riding 
family. Little did we know then that he was to become one of 
the foremost international stained-glass artists.  

The ten pairs of stained-glass windows (one pair shown here 
on the left), reflect local scenes such as Longridge Fell and 
Fairsnape, as well as the local reservoirs and quarries. The 
group of windows were intended to harmonise with the                      
church’s architecture from both inside and outside.  

 

One of the 10 pairs of windows at     
St. LawrenceΩs Church 
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Mobi Village Longridge 
Your One Stop Mobile and  

Computer Shop 
 

81 Berry Lane,  
Longridge PR3 3WH 

01772 785057 
0800 084 2306 

Fonez 4U Longridge 
Sale & Service  

of Mobile Phones 
 

Tablets & Computers 
22 Berry Lane 

Longridge PR3 3JA 
 

In the 2011 BBC Four documentary Brian Clarke: Colouring 
Light - An Artist Apart, Clarke describes the project: 'Longridge 
was a whole series of windows on the upper gallery of a church 
that had particularly good light because there was nothing 
interrupting the light on either the north or the south walls of the 
church. It was the first time anybody had asked me to do a suite 
of windows, rather than an individual thing. There wasn’t any 
stained glass in those days that used such big sheets of colour. 
I based the thing on the kind of green and blue of those 
wonderful hills and reservoirs that exist around that part of 
Lancashire. It was really just a very youthful, joyous, celebration 
of the medium, in a building. I think that was the first time I really 
knew that I wanted to alter the building, I wanted to make a 
contribution to the building as a whole.' 

 

Other stained-glass commissions followed at All Saints, 
Habergham, baptistry windows at St Gabriel’s Blackburn, and at 
Christ Church, Thornton, giving Brian an opportunity to develop 
his art in a variety of buildings and architectural styles.  ‘When I 
started working in stained glass, it was a dying art’, he said. ‘I 
knew from a very early age that the future of the medium would only be assured if it had an 
application in public buildings and was not limited to ecclesiastical architecture’. In 1978, a year 
before he published his first book, Architectural Stained Glass, he moved 
to London. His studio became a hive of creativity;  

David Bailey was a friend, as were Francis Bacon, Vivienne Westwood, 
Mick Jagger and Linda and Paul McCartney, for whom he designed the 

sets for two world tours. By this stage he 
had come a long way from his Lancashire 
roots.  

When Clarke was awarded a knighthood 
last year he became the first stained-glass 
artist to be honoured for an archaic 
medium that he helped bring, ‘kicking and 
screaming’, into the light. Today we are 
incredibly fortunate to have in St 
Lawrence’s a wonderful work of art which 
brings many visitors to the church. We are 
indebted to Brian for this lasting memorial 
to his life and work. 

 
Rosemary Lyons 

 

Remembering Sir Brian Clarke continued ééé. 

One of the 10 pairs of windows at     
St. LawrenceΩs Church 

One of the 10 pairs of  
windows at  St. LawrenceΩs 

Church 
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INSPIRATIONAL WORDS brought to us by Rev. Adrian Mairs 

LIVE AS CHILDREN OF LIGHT 
 

In our study of Ephesians on Sundays we noted that Paul encourages us 

(ch5v8) to live as children of light and speaks of the fruit of light. I cannot be 

certain if he is linking this verse with Galatians 5 where he speaks of the Fruit 

of the Spirit but St. Paul is keen in all his writings to remind us to develop a 

likeness to Christ. The Holy Spirit is committed to producing family 

characteristics in those who follow Jesus. In Galatians 5v22 Paul lists nine 

characteristics “Fruits” which when seen in our lives radically changes us and 

our environment: 

LOVE, JOY, PEACE, PATIENCE, KINDNESS, GOODNESS, FAITHFULNESS, GENTLENESS 

AND SELF CONTROL. 

 

The late J Stott in his commentary on Galatians helpfully reminds us these fruits love, joy, peace, 

concern our attitude to God. Patience, kindness, goodness are social virtues and are manward 

rather than Godward in direction. Faithfulness, gentleness, self control  is about our reliability as 

Christians. 

 

It is worth noting that Paul speaks of fruit not fruits. We cannot  pick and choose which quality we 

would prefer as they come as a total package!  Also they are not produced overnight, it is a lifelong 

project. The Holy Spirit does not impose change in our lives, He only works in cooperation with our 

hearts and wills. Do we desire to grow like Jesus in character, then the Holy Spirit will move our 

hearts and wills. 

 

He is at work in us as we worship, pray, read the Bible and when we are weary in these disciplines 

he  recreates the longing. He also challenges our wrong habits, attitudes and lifestyle as we have 

noted clearly in our study of Ephesians. 

 

The work of the Holy Spirit also assures us of our future inheritance.  He makes the life of the future 

real in each of us. Eternal life is not just an assured future hope it is a daily reality, one that begins 

the moment we commit our lives in faith to Jesus.  

 

In Ephesians 1v13/14 Paul writes you were marked with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a 

deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession. 

The Christian life is a great journey, and yes, sometimes it is difficult, even hard but as these words 

remind us we do not journey alone. The Holy Spirit who brings us to faith journeys with us and 

working within us to produce the Fruit of the Spirit….love ,joyé peaceé patience...kindness ... 

goodnessé faithfulness...gentlenessé. self control. 

 

Over the autumn months and dark nights may these words encourage us and in  dark times remind 

us growth is still happening. 

LONGRIDGE HALL 

Care home 
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Berry Lane Dental Surgery 
7 Berry Lane 

Longridge 
01772 782 066 

 
Email: reception@berrylanedentalsurgery.co.uk 

Www.berrylanedentalsurgery.co.uk 

Jennifer Royle BSc 
(Hons) MChS 
 
Sarah Turner BSc 
(Hons) MChS 
 
HCPC Reg 
Chiropodists / 
Podiatrists 

2 Towneley Road, Longridge PR3 3EA 
01772 378812 

Www.thefootroom.co.uk 

thefootroom 

MICROPUB 

Tap & Vent 

 

01772 875 781 

07966 500 158 

4 Towneley E: tapandvent@xln.co.uk         tap&vent 

 

DMD 
Interior Design 

Sale of 
Beautiful Furniture, Ceramics  

and Faux Floristry.  
Candles and Melts by  

Helen Cartmel. 
Cushions and Throws  

by Carol Young Interiors. 

Fully Licensed Bar 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Open 12noon to 8pm 
Wednesday to Saturday 

1 Lower Lane, Longridge, PR3 3SL 
01772 302299 

Flower Glade 

Florist for all occasions 

Quest House, Irwell Street, 

Longridge 

RIBBLE FARM FARE 

High Class Greengrocers 
Suppliers to the Catering Trade 

 
Shay Lane Industrial Estate, Longridge 

 
 

Tel. 01772 782693 / 783386 

51 Berry Lane, Longridge PR3 3NH 

01772 350730 

info@thebloomroomlongridge.co.uk   

Tinaôs Corner Bakery Ltd 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Retail bakery 
Hot & cold freshly made sandwiches 

Freshly baked cakes 
Hot and cold pies  

 

Open 7.45am – 2pm 
Monday – Saturday 

 
76 Derby Road, Longridge, PR3 3FE 

Tel: 01772 782514 

G. ROWLES 
MASTER BUTCHERS 

DELICATESSEN 
All locally sourced produce from the  

Ribble Valley 
Home made sausages and burgers 

Handmade Pies  
Sausage Rolls  

Pork Pies  
Home Cooked Meats  

 
6-8 Inglewhite Road 

01772 786308 
07889 276083 

 

W B Preston Interiors 

www.wbpreston.co.uk 
01772 783350 
16b Berry Lane, Longridge 

Adam and Chantelle welcome you 

Jewellers 
 

12 Towneley Parade, Berry Lane 
Longridge PR3 3HU 

01772 782558 

Longridge Goldsmiths 

mailto:info@thebloomroomlongridge.co.uk
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G. J. Harrison  

& Sons  
 

 

 

 

 
07795 285 778 

garethharrison@ymail.com 

Creative Hair  

59 Berry Lane  
Longridge  
Preston.  

Tel: 01772 785554 

Home feeding services for pets and  
livestock 

Four paws two claws 
 

Over 20 years experience of many animals 
Will cover Longridge and the local area 

 

Call Denise Cowell 
01772 780436 
07931 136187 

denise@joden.co.uk 

HOLIDAY COTTAGE  
ALSTON LANE 

Gold Rated 4 Star 
1 Bedroom/ Ground Floor Wheelchair Access 

Ideal for visiting family & friends 
base for exploring 

www.theprovenhouse.co.uk 
Proprietor Kathleen English  

01772 782653   07751 989759  
Email kenglish56@hotmail.co.uk 

Irelandôs Garage Ltd 
 

M.O.T Testing 
Servicing & Repairs 

Engine Management Fault Diagnosis and 
Repairs , Tyres & Tyre Repairs 

Wheel Balancing & Tracking 
Estimates without Obligation 

60 Inglewhite Road, Longridge, Preston  
Tel. 01772 785553 

Email robpye@talktalk.net 
Www.irelandsgarage.com 

BONDS OF LONGRIDGE LTD. 
 

Automobile Engineers - Repairs and Over-

hauls 

Tyres - Oil - Petrol - Spares - Accessories 

M.O.T. Testing 

 

Stonebridge Garage, Longridge 

 

Tel 01772  783298 

F.M.I. Foss Monks 

Installations 

Gas Fires, Gas Cookers, Gas 

Central Heating & Maintenance 

Gas Appliance Safety Checks 

Domestic, Commercial & Industrial 

Gas 

Plumbing Repairs & Renewals 

Complete Bathrooms 

Underfloor Heating & Solar Hot 

WARWICK STREET 
MOTORS LTD 

MOT testing, servicing, repairs,  
diagnostics 

Warwick Street, Longridge PR3 3EB 
Euan Douglas 
01772 783282 

www.warwickstreetmotors.com 
warwickstreetmotors@hotmail.com 

Late availability specialist 

54 Derby Road, Longridge 

01772 786777 
Brand New web Site 

www.travelcircle.co.uk 

Travel Circle 

Now Diane at Aura 
Hair Salon 

 
3 Inglewhte Rd. Longridge, PR3 3JR 

07825 016959 
www.halcyondayshairandmakeup.co.uk 

 

 

Tel: 01772 233030 Mob: 07864 013605 
e-mail info@tottpetshop.co.uk  

Web: www.tottpetshop.uk 

OPENING HOURS 
 
Mon 10.30-4.30 
Tue  closed 
Wed 10.30-4.30 
Thur 11.30-5.30 
Fri    10.30-4.30 
Sat   10am-3pm 
Sun   Closed 

 

- Plumbing  
- Heating  

- Gas work 
- Tiling 

- Gutters 
- Drains 

WALTER CAREFOOT 

& SONS LTD. 

Residential Lettings  
Commercial Construction 

Established 1929 

 

D M JENNINGS  

JOINERY  & GLAZING  
 

Call Dave on 

01772 465283 

07841704888 

 

Exhausts, Tyres,  
Clutches, Brakes,  
Shock absorbers,  

Mechanical repairs, 
Chassis welding,  

Servicing, Tracking 
 
 

Stonebridge Mill, Kestor Lane, 
Longridge. 

Tel. 01772  784000(day)  
 01772 782797(after hours)  

Mobile 07860 273196 
Proprietors:  

David and Susan Newby 
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A  HUGE THANK YOU TO OUR ADVERTISERS 

We are extremely grateful for the support of our advertisers. We are sure that Log readers will make 
every effort to support these local businesses.  In order to make the adverts easier to find, the 
directory on page 2 will now include the page number where each advert appears.  We are pleased 
to welcome several new advertisers this year and those who have supported us in the past. 
We are also grateful that Naomi Pinder has taken on the oversight of the advertising and the 
excellent job she has done in her first year. 

GraceNotes 

After a short summer break, GraceNotes, our Church-based singing 
group, will reconvene to practice for its Autumn Season featuring 
“Songs from the Musicals”. 

Practice will take place weekly on Mondays from 8th September, then from 6
th
 October it’s out to 

entertain and raise a few smiles in a selection of care homes in and around Longridge. 
If it sounds like something you think you’d like to be involved in, then do join us (don’t worry, we 
value enthusiasm above technical perfection).  
Speak to any of our members or phone our leader, Carly Fitzpartick on 07972 548684. 

Walkie Talkieôs éé 
Would like to invite any grandparents, carers, child minders and parents to join us at our lovely 
friendly toddler group on Thursday afternoons. 

Walkie Talkies is a small and friendly group where anyone looking after a toddler or baby is 
welcome to come along and enjoy a selection of toys, from the wooden kitchen and house area to 
the soft play. We have lots of different push along toys to play with also a special baby area and 
most importantly have a chance to catch up with 
everyone over a drink and a biscuit.  

We are open every Thursday afternoon - term time 
from 1.30 till 3.00pm in the Centenary Room at St. 
Paul’s. Please come in through the side door from the 
car park. 
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Making the most of the Summer weather -  

                                                 repairs and alterations continue at both churches 

Parishioners will no doubt have spotted 

that the long-planned refurbishment 

work has started on St Lawrenceôs 

lychgate. Following the successful 

completion of the fund-raising 

campaign earlier this year, we had a 

pre-start meeting with our surveyors 

Jubb Clews and contractors Robinsons 

Preservation Ltd, and the scaffold went 

up, very appropriately, the day after the 

feast of St Lawrence on 10
th
 August. 

Let’s hope that St Lawrence is smiling 

down on us and that this augurs well 

for the successful completion of the 

project!  The whole lychgate roof has 

been temporarily raised up a few centimetres and propped on steel beams to allow the new oak 

timber sections to be fitted beneath. 

 Once all the decayed timbers have been replaced, wood stain will be applied and some essential 

roof and gutter repairs undertaken, all of which will preserve the whole structure well into the future.  

 

Visitors to the churchyard will also have seen the new handrails in the Garden of Remembrance, 

which were installed along the steps and pathways 

at the beginning of July. The need for handrails to 

assist people to use the steps safely was first 

identified by regular users of this part of the 

churchyard, particularly those less able to get 

about. Carter & Duck Blacksmiths Ltd fabricated 

the rails at their forge near Stonyhurst and worked 

extremely hard over three days to install them in 

the churchyard, and needless to say they  have 

been in constant use since they were installed.   

 

What a brilliant job they did, and we have had 

many positive comments from visitors. 

 

 

New Handrails in the  
Garden of Remembrance   
at St.  LawrenceΩs Church 
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repairs and alterations at both churches continued ééé. 

 

Following the go-ahead from the Diocese, we are pleased that Carter & Duck will also be 

manufacturing and installing handrails in St Paulôs Church later in September.  

 

For some time there have been safety concerns about the lack of handrails to help people use the 
steps onto the dais. Two handrails will be installed, one to each side of the dais, and this will enable 
easier and safer access to the chancel, lectern, choirstalls and high altar rail. We have been very 
fortunate, and grateful, to receive grant funding to cover the cost of the handrails projects at both 
churches from the C of E Disability Project Parish Grants Scheme.  

 

 

We have also benefitted from a Minor Repairs and Improvements Grant from Blackburn Diocese to 
enable us to carry out some urgent repairs to the North Porch at St Paulôs. The porch is no 
longer used as a vestry, but now houses 
Longridge Foodbank, so it is important that 
the space is kept wind and weathertight. The  
stone cross on the porch roof had become 
dislodged and the bedding and pointing of 
the gable stone copings had also failed, 
together with the adjoining leadwork and a 
few slates. Following full scaffolding of the 
porch we welcomed back Heritage Property 
Repairs to carry out these repairs at the end 
of July. We are delighted that the cross is 
now safe on its base, and all stonework and 
roof repairs successfully completed.  

So all in all, a busy and successful Summer 
of work to keep our two churches and 
churchyard safe and welcoming places. 
             Rosemary Lyons 

Photos of the work carried out to the North Porch at   
St.  PaulΩs Church 
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BRIGADE NEWS 

At Brigade we’ve been enjoying the Summer break- there’s 
been lots of updates from our members which we wanted 

to share! 
 
To start the Summer 
some of our members attended the Festival of Music and 
Drill which was held at Raywell Park. It was a fab weekend 
where our members put all their practice into play as they 
demonstrated their ABBA drill piece and their musical skills. 
It was a great opportunity  to 
meet new friends from other 
companies and we look 
forward to attending next 

year.  
 
Our Martins and Yteam also enjoyed a well deserved trip to 
Gulliver’s World. 
We’ve had some exciting holidays over the Summer so far- Laura 
has travelled all the way to New Zealand for an adventure of a 
lifetime, Liv has been to Portugal, Mr H has been on a cruise, Jake 
and Eleanor have visited Thailand and Lucy and Austin Morocco!  

 
We’ve also had some life 
updates, Amii bought her first 
house and has enjoyed the 
process of moving in and 
making her house a home. 
Rosie has started a new job at 
a Cafe, Ben Graduated York 
University in Music and Sound 
Composition and they both 
moved into their new flat. 

Lauren has received excellent GCSE results and we’re excited to see 
what she decides to do next!  
 
On Saturday 16th August we held a Bingo afternoon organised by 
Emma with the support of friends and family and Brigade in loving 
memory of Janet Redding and was a huge success, raising over £1,300 for St Catherine’s Hospice 
and Longridge CLCGB. 

 
 
The evening was action-packed, with children’s games, lively rounds of 
bingo, fantastic prizes, and plenty of good energy throughout. A very 
special thanks goes to 
everyone who 
supported the event and 
helped make it such a 
memorable and 
meaningful occasion. It 
was truly a community 
effort and an event that 
Janet would have been 
proud of. 
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We will be returning after the Summer Holidays 

and are open for any new members. If you’d like 

more information then please get in touch with ;  

 Amiibateson@clcgb.org.uk   or   oliviastewart@clcgb.org.uk 

Brigade News continued ééé. 

WELCOME CAFÉ 

The Welcome Cafe will return on the 17th of September from 3pm to 5pm with its usual collection of 

great cakes tea and coffee and hot food for a small donation with a craft activity for the children. All 

ages welcome please come and join us. 

            Steph and Karen 

 GG's Gifts & Talents 
Community Crafts & Keepsakes 

 We are a Community Interest Company Help us to Fundraise 
 

Supporting Adult Victims of Child Sexual Abuse  
Pop-Along to GG’sunit 10 Longridge Community Hub 27 Inglewhite Rd PR3 3JS 

Shop opening times Thursday, Friday, Saturday 11-1.30pm.  
Variety of craft sessions by arrangement. 

Contact Gina G 07707 849961 or email csasurvivor3@gmail.com  

mailto:Amiibateson@clcgb.org.uk
mailto:oliviastewart@clcgb.org.uk
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HYMNATHON! And the importance of singing hymns... 
 

Recently I've been reminded by an organist friend how fortunate we are to 

have such an excellent instrument at Longridge. I think his exact words 

were "I think this is easily the best instrument in the diocese", not that I'm 

surprised at all by his remark, I had thought as much when I first played this 

instrument as part of a recital series organised by the organist at the time 

(Rebekah Okpoti) in 2022. As the current resident organist, I feel at least 

partly responsible for the maintenance of the organ. With almost thrice the 

number of keys as a piano and 28 speaking stops, you can appreciate the 

maintenance of such an instrument is not straightforward. A regular tuning 

session involves two skilled technicians and the best part of a day, costing 

over £270. A fundraising organ recital seems the obvious solution; however, 

since most of you hear me play every Sunday (some of you twice!!) there 

isn't much you haven't heard already. Then I thought of the idea of a 'Hymnathon'.  

This is how it'll work: you can sponsor your favourite hymn - you can choose a hymn, make a 

donation and I'll play it (and hopefully everyone will join in with the singing), much like the old-

fashioned jukeboxes pubs used to have. After all, hymns are the bread and butter of Anglican 

Church worship. In our hymn books there are a few hundred years worth of hymns and hymn tunes, 

many of which we know and love, but for one reason or another don't sing very often anymore.  

 

In a recent conversation with Rev. Mike, I've bemoaned the fact that a great number of these 

hymns, which I consider a staple of the Anglican church liturgy, are no longer being taught in church 

schools. These hymns not only are a legacy left by hymn writers and composers in centuries gone 

by, but they are also powerful tools in the ministry of our faith. If that sounds really grandiose and 

far removed from the everyday life, just try this as a social experiment: ask a friend to recite their 

favourite Bible reading, then ask them to try sing their favourite hymn (or ones they remember from 

a memorable service they attended if they are not regular church-goers, i.e. a wedding or funeral of  

someone close to them). They are far more likely to succeed in remembering the hymns than the 

readings. Of course many hymns are actually based on Bible readings, so hymn singing is 

effectively a very efficient way of subconsciously memorising bible passages or an interpretation of 

certain bible verses. But what would hymn singing be without the organ! (I know I'm biased) the 

point is - what better way is there to fundraise for the maintenance of the organ by celebrating the 

two key components (at least in my mind) of Anglican church worship. In short, it'll be an hour long 

'Hymnathon' with a light-hearted musical quiz (with prizes!!) and a few surprises thrown in from the 

organ and the choir to keep you on your toes. 

 

If this is the sort of fun event which floats your boat, please turn up at St. Paul's on Sunday 26th 

October at 2pm, the entry fee is £3 (kids free) and there will be tea and cake with raffle at 4pm. If 

you'd like to sponsor a hymn, there will be a box at the back of church near the West doors with 

slips of paper and envelopes - simply write your favourite hymn/a hymn that means a lot to you on a 

bit of paper and stick it in an envelope with a donation, and put it in the box.  

 

I'm really looking forward to this 'Hymnathon' event, and I'm hoping many of you will join me in this 

celebration of hymns. 

Karen Au 
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My Favourite Hymn 

 
O Jesus, I have promised to serve Thee to the end; 
Be Thou forever near me, my Master and my Friend; 
I shall not fear the battle if Thou art by my side, 
Nor wander from the pathway if Thou wilt be my Guide. 

Oh, let me hear Thee speaking in accents clear and still, 
Above the storms of passion, the murmurs of self will,  
Oh, speak to reassure me, to hasten or control; 
Oh, speak, and help me listen, Thou Guardian of my soul. 

O Jesus, Thou hast promised to all who follow Thee 
That where Thou art in glory there shall Thy servant be; 
And Jesus, I have promised to serve Thee to the end— 
Oh, give me grace to follow, my Master and my Friend. 

Oh, let me see Thy footprints, and in them plant mine own; 
My hope to follow duly is in Thy strength alone; 
Oh, guide me, call me, draw me, uphold me to the end; 
And then in Heav’n receive me, my Saviour and my Friend. 

John E. Bode, 1868 

 

I think it is fair to say I have many favourite hymns all of which have been a source of 

encouragement and strength at different times in my Christian journey. I have chosen this hymn 

because it takes me back to my confirmation when I, as a 12-year-old made my promise to follow 

Jesus. Whilst I haven’t always been faithful to that promise, the words still mean so much to me. 

The hymn tells us that while we try to follow him, Jesus also promises to guide, strengthen and 

protect us until the end of our earthly life. And where we often fail, he is faithful to his promises. And 

when I sing or hear these words today, more than fifty years later, I can look back and see that 

Jesus has been at work in my life, beside me every step of the way, even in the times when I 

haven’t been able to recognise it. He has been my guide, my guardian and my very best friend.  

              Janet Mortimer 

 

 

Do you have a favourite hymn? Or do you like so many find itôs difficult to choose?   

Well 'My Favourite Hymn'  is going to be a regular feature in the Log for a while so hopefully your 

particular favourite will be included.  Our thanks to Janet Mortimer for starting us off and for kindly 

agreeing to coordinate  this page for us.  

 Please don't wait to be asked - if you would like your favourite hymn to be included in a future 

Log  then do have a word with Janet.  

https://library.timelesstruths.org/music/_/Bode_John_E/?sortby=author
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A WELCOMING GARDEN PARTY – 12
th

 July. 

The Old Vicarage is a superb venue for 

a Garden Party and we are so grateful 

to Graham Kelsall for once again 

welcoming us to his home and garden.   

This year was special because it was an 

opportunity to officially welcome to the 

parish  our Curate Jesse,  his wife Tosin 

and son Eric and for once we had no 

fear that it would rain.  You may recall 

we were in the middle of a heat wave 

and our concerns  were actually around 

it being too hot!  We were therefore 

extremely grateful to Ady Hill who kindly 

borrowed a large open gazebo which was perfect, providing some very welcome shade. 

The heat certainly didn’t bother the children who enjoyed the bouncy castle and two paddling pools 

– with lots of space to run round to dry off.  It was certainly a day for ice cream and we were treated 

to some superb Longridge Ice Cream kindly  provided and 

served by Ady. 

It has to be said that the Pimm’s also went down a treat and 

we were extremely grateful to Rie Rogers Waterman  for 

providing that.  You can’t have a garden party without tea 

and cakes and as usual  there was an amazing assortment 

provided by our hard working 

cake bakers – thank you. 

Most importantly we had an 

opportunity to chat to Jesse and 

his lovely family – with little Eric 

really seeming to enjoy himself.  

It was lovely too for us as a 

church family to relax and enjoy 

each others company – 

 a truly enjoyable afternoon. 
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AUTUMN FAMILY SOCIAL – Saturday 27
th

 September. 

The Social Committee (FF & F Group) love organising social events which involve all ages and our 
annual Autumn Family Social held in the Pavilion on the Showfield fits that bill perfectly.   Here’s 
what has been planned for this year with the fun starting at 3.00pm! 
 
3.00pm – 4.30pm  A bouncy castle has been ordered and there will be children’s games and a 
junior disco.  As the children will be burning off lots of energy food and drinks will be available.   
(This part of the event will be free of charge) 
 

5pm – 7.00pm  Dominoes are popular with all ages and so  we are having a go at running a Domino 
Drive – if you enjoy playing dominoes then why not come along. 
 

7pm – 8pm  Supper will be served with choice of Tim Slater’s wonderful hotpot or cheese & onion 
pie plus dessert and tea and coffee.  There will also be a licensed bar throughout the evening.  
(Those having supper will need a ticket – price £12) 
 

8pm – 10pm  General Knowledge Quiz with Quiz Master extraordinaire – Ray Jackson. 

So if you want to just come for the Children’s entertainment, join us from 3.00pm – 4.30pm – if you  
want to play dominoes and have your supper come from 5pm – 8pm – if you prefer to just come for 
supper and the Quiz that’s 7pm – 10pm.  We hope many of you will want to come and enjoy the 
dominoes, supper and the quiz which would be great.   
 

It’s important that we have catering numbers so if you are planning to have supper tickets are 
available in advance from Graham Kelsall, Dot Little or Wendy Smyth - £12 and if it all sounds a bit 
complicated here are the timings again - 
 

3.00pm – 4.30pm   Children’s activities 

5.00pm – 7.00pm   Dominoes 

7.00pm – 8.00pm  Supper 

8.00pm – 10.00pm    Quiz 
 

These events are wonderful opportunities not only for the church family to get together  but also for 
the wider community to join us so please do come along and lets enjoy some fun and games 
together.  Another reminder that you need to buy a ticket in advance if you are having supper.   

Crafty Café 

Last Monday of the month, 1.30 - 3.30pm,  

that’s when the Crafty Cafe is open*.  

Where – Centenary  Room at St. Paul’s. 

 The kitchen is open for a brew and biscuits, cake occasionally. Come for a 

chat, or bring your crafty project to work on whilst chatting. We usually see 

knitting, crochet, embroidery and patchwork, however portable projects are 

welcome. Projects are not necessary to drop in for a brew and a chat. 

Further information from Helen Bailey phone 07891075023 

*No meeting in December. 
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SCHOOL NEWS – from Headteacher Catherine Parkin 

Computing Award 
Before we broke up for the summer holidays, I was able to share 

with you that school had been awarded the Primary Science Quality 

Mark, Gilt. 

I’m really pleased to be able to share with you that we have also 

been awarded the NCCE Computing Quality Mark for the second time. We were 

one of the very first schools to achieve this several years ago and this renewal 

means that our Computing curriculum is of a high standard. Many thanks to Mrs 

Parkinson who leads this subject throughout school. It is a great achievement. 

 

Longridge Has Got Talent 2025 
 

Well done to all our children 

who took part in this year’s 

contest. Everyone who 

attended thoroughly enjoyed 

this evening. We had 

marvellous dancers and 

singers as well as a great comedian, magicians and a 

very talented pianist! This year’s winner was the very 

talented Lexie Stennings (pictured). We hope she continues her singing at high school next year. 

 

Goodbye, Mr Nixon 
 

It was very sad to say goodbye to Mr Nixon at 

the end of term. Having worked at Longridge for 

20 years, he was a key part of our school and 

will be greatly missed by everyone. We hope he 

has a wonderful and fulfilling retirement. Thank 

you to all who came to wish him well on the last 

day of term and especially to Harriet Shorrock for 

the wonderful cake. 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to Miss White 

 
Following Mr Nixon’s retirement, we are delighted to welcome Miss 

Charlotte White as our new Class 4 teacher. Miss White is a very 

experienced teacher and has been teaching most recently at Clitheroe, St 

James’ C of E Primary. We are looking forward to working with her and I’m 

sure the children will quickly make her feel at home. 
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OPEN THE BOOK NEWS 

 

Our Open the Book team is now well into our eighth year of storytelling in Berry Lane Primary 

School. The children have listened to so many Bible stories throughout their primary education, that 

they should hopefully feel well informed, as they leave to start secondary school. We now have the 

privilege of continuing our stories to their younger siblings and friends. 

We have exciting stories this term. In our first story we meet Jesus at the age of twelve, travelling to 

Jerusalem with His family to celebrate the Jewish Feast of Passover. In subsequent tales we see 

Jesus being baptised, choosing His disciples, and healing a man who was lowered down through 

the roof! I wonder which member of our team we will lower through the ceiling. (Not me, I hope!)  

After half-term we will be rowing across the Sea of Galilee during a storm, followed by a marvellous 

picnic. We finish the term with a great Christmas story. 

Open the Book is great fun, and we are always on the lookout for more members. If anyone is 

interested in joining our team, please have a word with Rev Mike.      

              Muriel Anderson  

 

 

 

 

 

If you haven't attended the Tuesday Club before there's never a better time to consider coming 

along. There are interesting talks which are varied - sometimes with slide shows and live music. 

Everyone is welcome - we meet in the Centenary Room at St. Paul's on the second Tuesday of the 

month at 7.30pm between September and May. 

The annual subscription is £5 and the monthly meeting fee £2.  The fees are to cover the expenses 

of the visiting speakers and the hire of the Centenary Room. 

You can attend one or two meetings before committing to becoming a member. Copies of the full 

programme are in both churches so please have a look at what is scheduled for the forthcoming 

season. 

A reminder that our first meeting will be on Tuesday 9
th

 September  

when we will welcome Bill Nelson from 1818 Auctioneers.   

If you need further information then please don't hesitate to contact Fred Little on 783998. 
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Mothersô Union 

Over the 40+ years of my involvement in Mothers’ Union one of 
the schemes that I have found most interesting is what started 
out as the “Literacy Project” and is now known as The “Literacy and Financial Education 
Programme”.  
The following facts highlight the long term impact of this work over the last 20 years, concentrating 
on the results in Burundi. 

ñThe highlights include: 

¶ Over 165,000 people (77% women) have participated in the programme in some of the most 

disadvantaged and hard to reach communities. 

¶ Of those participants over 144,00 have learned to read and write and now have formal literacy 

qualification. This accounts for 2.9% of the adult literate population in Burundi. 

¶ 7,500 participants accessed the parenting education element of the programme which has 

resulted in improved relationships between spouses and their children. 

¶ 98% of participants interviewed report that their ability to now read the Bible has changed their 

relationship with God and given them a greater sense of belonging to their local church. 

¶ 6,200 savings and loans associations have been created. Over 84% of those formed have 

continued and many replicated organically beyond the formal support of the programme. 

¶ The economic and social impacts of the programme deliver on eight of the UN Sustainable 

Development Goals, alongside nurturing self worth, value and spiritual maturing; which in turn 

empowers participants to take on leadership within their churches and wider communities. 

MU have worked in partnership with Five Talents, Development Services International (DSI) 
and Lakarmissionen (LM) to create this sustainable programme, highlighting the impact of 
successful partnership working.” 
It is hard to imagine just how much of a difference this has/will make to the participants and their 
families and long may this work continue. 

Dates 
  September 3

rd
 Service in the Centenary Room 

  October 7
th

  Carol Spencer from Christ Church 

All our meetings start at 7.30pm (unless otherwise notified), we meet in the Centenary Room at St 
Paul’s and non-members are welcome. 
                 JAK 

Handbells 
The handbell ringers have had a good long break over the summer and I hope that when we start 

up again in September, we will be ready to get going on our Christmas selection. I know it seems 

early to talk about Christmas but it’s surprising how the weeks go by. I’m hoping that we can once 

again ring before the Nine Lessons and Carols service which really gives us something to work to-

wards. 

Log Distribution 

We are still looking for someone to help with the distribution of magazines to houses in the Higher 

Road area and also to take bundles of magazines to other people who deliver to houses, these 

drops would be in the Green Lane sort of area and down to the bottom of Dilworth Lane. Help with 

these two jobs would be very much appreciated. 

                 JAK 

https://fivetalents.org/
https://www.lakarmissionen.se/english/
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Friday Friends 
Friday Friends is a new initiative, designed for local people, who would like to meet others for a 

coffee and a chat. We meet every Friday at 11 am at the Old Station Café. Young or old, male or 

female, everyone is welcome. Grab a coffee, chat, or stay for lunch. We would love to see you 

there. 

              Muriel Anderson 
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TRAVELS WITH DOROTHY LAVER -  

       Route 66: The most famous Highway in the USA 

In  June 1988 i embarked on my first ever visit to the 

USA . Graham and I had poured over travel books and  

maps over the winter (no internet or google maps back 

then!) and   devised  a three week road trip  from 

Denver  in the Rocky Mountains  to Seattle on the 

Pacific coast.  We didn’t  pre-book any motels in 

advance and  mainly used  basic campsites in the 

national parks. The trip  had  so many highlights 

including the Black Hills and  Mount Rushmore in 

South Dakota  (with the four  Presidents’ heads carved 

in stone)   and Yellowstone National Park with its  

geysers (Old Faithful).  We were  hooked on roadtrips and went back to the USA  the following year,  

this time driving  from  Los Angeles to San Francisco visiting several  more national parks including 

The Grand Canyon, Death Valley  and Yosemite.   

Route 66  has to be the most famous highway in the 

USA crossing  eight  states and three time zones from 

its  start  in the windy city of Chicago on Lake 

Michigan to its end 2,300 miles later at  Santa Monica 

pier in Los Angeles on the Pacific Ocean. It  takes  in 

the vast plains of the mid-west and the epic western 

deserts. Route 66 played a huge part in the story of 

America in the 20
th
 Century and was nicknamed the 

‘Mother Road’ by the novelist John Steinbeck.  People 

who  had built their lives in the Eastern States found 

their world came crashing down in the 1920s and 

1930s  with the Great  Depression , Prohibition and 

the Dust Bowl and with desperation they   packed their cars and trucks and  headed west to 

California  dreaming of new opportunities and  to start all over 

again.  

Route 66 , officially opened in 1926,  wasn’t a new road rather 

it came into existence by the federal authorities  aligning  

stretches of  existing road and calling it Route 66.  It helped to 

distribute America’s population from the areas affected by the 

Depression to the new areas in the west. The people 

migrating  west along it were really heading into the 

unknown ,  much as the wagon trains had done in the 19
th
 

Century. They  would  drive as far as they could each day and 

then check in to a ‘motor hotel’-a motel.  Where there was a 

motel there would always be somewhere for the people to eat  

(a diner) and a gas (petrol)  station.  From 1945 to 1965 many 

businesses opened along the route to service the increased  

travel prompted by the post war economic boom.     
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Route 66 only existed as a unified road until 1985 

when the interstate system officially superceded it. . 

The towns which had grown up and expanded to 

cater for the mass migration were effectively 

bypassed and some fell into decline or became 

ghost towns. Although Route 66 was removed from 

official maps in 1985 since then its spirit and 

mystique has only  grown and grown. You can still 

follow sections of the original alignment and see 

diners, motels with neon signs, family owned cafes 

aswell as bizarre tourist attractions (giant  Muffler 

men). It has inspired many movies such as Easy 

Rider , Cars and Thelma and Louise. 

 

In 2023 I was talking to a friend, Betty,  in my 

camping club and we discovered  that we both had  

Route 66 on our bucket lists.  Betty  had two friends, 

Pat and Elaine, who were also interested in such a 

trip . An organised two week holiday driving by 

coach from Chicago to Los Angeles was considered 

but  due to the amount of time just spent sitting on a 

coach, this option was discounted.  We wanted to 

decide what we wanted to see. Like the original migrants we wanted to explore the unknown and 

have an adventure.  We  decided  to hire our own car and  start in St Louis  300 miles south west of 

Chicago and finish in Las Vegas .  This would  allow us time  to  veer off Route 66 and visit the 

Grand Canyon and Monument Valley.   

 

 

We had an amazing road trip in 

September 2024 covering over 2,000 

miles with only a few navigational 

errors which added to the adventure. 

(The car did have a sat nav but we 

were old school and had a map of the 

historic Route!) . We even saw a Blue 

Whale in Oklahoma but  I’ll have to 

write about that  for you another time. 

                                 

 

 

 

TRAVELS WITH DOROTHY LAVER continued ééé. 



FLOWER ROTA JULY & AUGUST 

ST. LAWRENCE FLOWER ROTA 

 August 

    17
th
  In memory of Christopher Pye 

    31
st
  In memory of Colin & Sheila Brierley 

    September 

    7
th
  Birthday memories of Maureen McDonnell 

    14
th
  Vacant 

    21
st
  Vacant 

    28
th
  In memory of Robert Hodgson 

 

ST. PAULôS FLOWERS  

     September  Yvonne Ball & Judith Kaye 
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FLOWER TEAM 

Well, that was summer, was it?  I don’t know about you, but my flowers have been 
very confused this summer, extreme heat and then long dull dry spells and then 
torrential rain.  We wouldn’t be British if we didn’t start a conversation with a 
comment about the weather, would we? 
Another very British thing is not being comfortable asking for help, but here I am 
going to break that rule.  Our flower team are a fabulous group of people who, 

without fail, install beautiful floral decorations into both 
of our churches every week.  Their consistency may even mean you 
sometimes don’t even notice they are there.  But they are, and they are 
done with love and with a sense of service.  What a privilege it is to 
celebrate God’s natural creations by displaying them in His house for 
everyone to enjoy. 
We are a small team and would love to increase our numbers.  I 
promise you, you do not have to have lots of experience in flower 
arranging, you may have even never done it before, but fancy giving it 
a go.  As a team we will offer you all the help you need.  You may want 
to just do one arrangement a year to mark a special day or person, 
that’s ok too.  However you might like to take part, I guarantee that you 
will get a lot of pleasure from it and provide joy to many who come to 

our services and love to see the beautiful flowers on display. 
Another way to help is maybe sponsoring an arrangement, perhaps marking a special anniversary 
or life event.  We are so grateful to all of you who already do this, it is truly an honour to celebrate 
the lives of your loved ones. 
If you would like to get involved, please chat to Ellen Dawson, our new 
flower rota co-ordinator at St. Paul’s.   You will recognise Ellen as one of 
our lovely choir members – is there no end to her skills?  For altar 
flowers in St. Lawrence’s please continue to contact Dot Little or Judith 
Kaye as although we work as a team there is a separate diary. 
It just remains for me to say a huge thank you to Ellen, for taking on this 
role, and to Judith Kaye for all of her support.  I will still be part of the St 
Paul’s flower rota and look forward to meeting all of our new volunteers.  
So……will we have a sunny September? 
             
         Donna Rowe Green 
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              FUNERALS  

We commend to God those who have died recently and pray  
for those who mourn their loss 

        Heather Annie Clegg  Joyce Rawlinson 

Thanksgiving for the Birth of a Child, Baptisms, Marriages  

Arrangements for these should be made with Rev. Mike or via the Church website 
Do you know anybody who is in hospital or ill at home?   

If so, please let Rev. Mike know so that they may be visited. 

OUR WORSHIP AND READINGS 
Following Jesus in Loving Community 

Our regular Sunday óin churchô services are as below. 

St Paul’s Holy Communion Service with Children’s Church at 10:00am (arrival from 9:30am)  

St. Paul’s ‘All together’ Service 10:00am on 2nd Sunday of the Month 

St Lawrence’s at 6:30pm (arrival from 6:00pm) 

The readings that will feature in these services are listed below. 

Our regular mid-week Holy Communion Service takes place on Thursday at St Paulôs at 10am 

7th September — Trinity 12 (Standing Strong in Reconciliation)  

10am St Paulôs Holy communion with Children's Church   6.30pm St Lawrenceôs Evensong 

Ephesians 6.10 - 24           Psalm 121 

Luke 14 : 25—33            Ephesians 6.10 - 24  

              Luke 14 : 25—33  

14th September - Trinity 13 - ñShort 30 minutes serviceò        

10am St Paulôs *said Holy Communionò      6:30pm  St. Lawrenceôs  

1 Timothy 1: 12—17                 Ecumenical  service  

Luke 15 : 1– 10    (see page 4 of September Log)   with Christchurch  

 
21st September - Trinity 14           

10am St Paulôs Holy communion with Children's Church   6.30pm St Lawrenceôs Evensong 

1 Timothy 2: 1—7            Psalm 129 

Luke 16 : 1—13            1 Timothy 2: 1—7   

              Luke 16 : 1—13  

28th September - Trinity 15              

10:00am St Paulôs Holy Communion with Childrenôs Church 6:30pm St Wifridôs Church  

1 Timothy 6: 6—19                  Season of Creation Ecumenical Service  

Luke 16 : 19– 31             (No service at St. Lawrence’s)  

              (see page 4 of September Log)  

5th October - Trinty 16                

10:00am St Paulôs Holy Communion with Childrenôs Church 6:30pm  St Lawrenceôs Evensong  

2 Timothy 1: 1—14           Psalm 142 
Luke 17 : 5– 10            2 Timothy 1: 1—14 
              Luke 17 : 5– 10 

 BAPTISMS 

We congratulate and pray for those who have been recently Baptised  
into our Church family: 

Theodore Charles Farnworth on the 27th July 2025 at St. Lawrence’s Church 

Arthur John Barton on the 17th August 2025 at St. Paul’s Church 

Arthur Billy Eden McAleer on the 24th August 2025 at St. Lawrence’s Church 



Golden Charter 

For personal attention day or night  
Complete Funeral Arrangements * Personal Caring Service * New And Restoration Monumental Work 

Supplier Of Pre- Paid Funeral Plans 
Chapel Hill, Longridge, Preston. PR3 3JY. Tel 01772 782291 

www.williamhoughtonfunerals.co.uk 

WILLIAM HOUGHTON FUNERALS 
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Occasionally we meet up with friends from other parts of the UK who happen to 
be holidaying in the Lake District. When this is the case one of my favourite 
things to do on a clear day is to climb the gentle walk up and around Orrest 
Head from where you get a good view of Lake Windermere and the 
surrounding High Fells and then head to the Lakeland café near the train 
station for some good food together. 

The first time I did this I was delighted to see the below sign with a quote from 
Alfred Wainwright which says, ‘équite suddenly we emerged from the 
shadows of the trees and were on bare headland, and, as though a curtain had 
dramatically been torn aside, beheld a truly magnificent viewé This was the 
truth. God was in heaven that day and I a humble worshipper.’    

I don’t know if like Wainright’s first time climbing Orrest Head you’ve ever found yourself so 
awestruck by a sight or situation that it seemed the only right response was to give glory to God 
while acknowledging your own humility? When these moments do occur they can be life 
transforming experiences; you might call them ‘burning bush’ moments if you know the story of 
Moses.  

Such events are what an increasing number of younger people are experiencing when they come to 
church for the first time in what has been described in many newspapers as a ‘quiet revival’.  

This new generation of teens and twenties have been looking around at the world, wondering at its 
beauty and feeling for its pain, and they’ve concluded that the nihilism of atheism seems so 
unsatisfactory.  

What they’re after is a worldview that lives up to the level of their curiosity. A spirituality that allows 
them to fully explore the view around them. This is what many younger people are finding when 
they encounter Jesus for the first time.  Christianity is helping them understand their place in the 
world and like many who have walked the path before them, they’re finding themselves caught up in 
praise.  

The Last Word  
From the Vicar, Rev. Mike Barton 


