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Last month I began my Vicarôs Notes with a note of thanksgiving and this month I feel apt to do the 
same. Not my own words though this time. The reason is upon meeting with my old Training 
Incumbent from the time I was a curate in Claygate, Philip Plyming, who is now the Dean of Durham 
Cathedral and whom some of you know, I discovered heôs written a little book on The General 
Prayer of Thanksgiving from the Book of Common Prayer. Iôve been enjoying going through  Philipôs 
reflections on the prayer and while the old language might put some people off, I know others will 
find it extremely rich, so here goes: 

 

"Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness to us, and to all men. 
We bless thee for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all, for thine inestimable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord 
Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we beseech thee, give us that due sense of all thy mercies, 
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful, and that we show forth thy praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up ourselves to thy service, 
and by walking before thee in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honour and glory, world without end. Amen."  

 

As youôll see below, there remains a lot to be thankful to God for.  

 

Thanksgiving for a busy weekend  

The weekend of 9th - 10th May proved to be a very joyous occasion. We held a fabulous circus 
themed Spring Fair on the Saturday which was beautifully opened by the Longridge CofE Primary 
School Choir and with so many volunteers helping in the kitchen and the various stalls. Everyone 
did amazingly and you can see some of the best dressed clowns on the front cover (!) and more 
pictures on pages 10 and 11.  

 

Then on Sunday Bishop Philip North led an All-Age Confirmation Service for us, talking about Jesus 
our Saviour with the aid of a rubber ring, a stethoscope and a fire hydrant. We also got to enjoy 
some of Tino and Karenôs scrumptious soup. See Confirmation group picture on page 5. 

 

In the week leading up to this Longridge CofE Primary School received an Ofsted visit so I take my 
hat off to all the dedicated teachers and staff and on the Monday immediately following it was our 
Church Annual Parochial Meeting. A busy but a blessed time with many highlights to give thanks 
for.  
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Brass on Sunday 

On Sunday 7th June, 2pm at St Paulôs Church weôre very excited to be hosting Longridge Band who 
will be playing some wonderful pieces for us, including some hymns weôll be able to sing along to. 
Please see page 23 for more information and do come along! 

Longridge Field day ï 13
th
 June 

Come and support the various different floats and especially the children from Berry Lane Primary 
School ï what will be the theme this year? Plus, if youôre able John Spencer would very much 
appreciate some help putting up the Churches Together tent on Longridge recreation ground at 9am.  
 
Goosnargh and Longridge Agricultural Show - Saturday 11

th
 July 

It will be a privilege to be able to help again at Aunt Daisyôs Tent and the tent next door where weôll 
be hosting a range of childrenôs church activities for families to enjoy. We also have the facilities for 
parents who need baby changing and baby feeding areas. None of the above is possible though 
without the help of volunteers so please do let Becky Filder (becky.ignitelongridge@gmail.com) 
know if you can help support the childrenôs activities and Dot Little if youôre good at selling coffee, 
tea and cake! 

Foundations Course ï every Thursday evening, 7.30pm in St Paulôs Centenary Room  

I canôt recommend this course highly enough. Whether youôre brand new to the Christian Faith or 
would enjoy a refresher on some of the key teachings of the Christian faith, the Foundations Course 
is a brilliant way to stir up the love of God with all your heart, mind, soul and strength. Each 
Thursday we take on a new topic so you can just come along for one session or enjoy the full 
series.  

Welcome Caf® 

As youôll see in the APCM reports the Welcome Caf® continues to do a brilliant job of welcoming all 
age ranges on Wednesdays, 3.30pm-5pm during the school term. Please do come and try it out if 
youôve not done so already. Because of its success Steph Willan and Karen Burdett kindly ask that 
all children of primary school age are accompanied by a responsible adult. 

Neurodiversity Group 

Every Thursday, 3.30-5pm during the school term we run a group for children of Primary and High 
School age with neurodiversity and their parents. Iôm hugely grateful to Emma Turver who set this 
up with the invaluable help of Jacqui Laker over the years and now after approximately 7 years of 
loyal service Emma is handing it on to Naomi Pinder, Rebecca Whitehead and some other lovely 
people from Lancashire County Council. Please do pop along and join in or for more details contact: 
lucy.robinson@lancashire.gov.uk  

Blackburn Diocese Centenary Mission Weekend ï 11
th
 to 13

th
 September  

To help celebrate 100 years of the Blackburn Diocese weôre going to be joining in with their 
invitation to host a parish mission weekend this September. Here at St Lawrence with St Paul our 
theme is going to be óCome and Seeô and weôre already planning some brilliant events to invite your 
family and friends to. Already booked for the evening of Saturday 12

th
 September at Longridge 

Cricket is comedian Andy Kind (https://www.andykind.co.uk/).  

Then on Sunday 13
th
 September there will be an extra special óMessy Missionô building on our new 

and very popular Messy Church. 

In order to help plan and run these and a few other events weôre going to need your help so if 
youôve got any good ideas for events we could host and even better if youôre willing to get involved 
by joining a Weekend Mission Planning team please do let me know.  

To prepare for this exciting weekend, over the summer our preaching series from July will be 
looking at the óI Amô statements from Johnôs gospel. Please do ócome and seeô, there is a lot to look 
forward to and please to be praying as well.  

Vicarôs Notes continued ééé. 

mailto:lucy.robinson@lancashire.gov.uk
https://www.andykind.co.uk/
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#TheFoneVillage #MobiVillageLongridge #mobivillage #longridge  

  
 Visit us at: 
 57 Berry Lane 
 Longridge 
 PR3 3NH 

 Brought to you by your Mobi Village team 

Longridge Church Of England Primary School Foundation Governor Required 

Iôm delighted that weôve already managed to recruit one Foundation Governor for Longridge CofE 
Primary School, but we still need one more! Are you someone who could help support the safe and 
healthy education of the children and the wellbeing of school staff. As you can see from the regular 
articles and pictures in the Log, our linked school on Berry Lane does a brilliant job of educating our 
children and a key element of this is maintaining a strong Christian core of faith and values.  If you 
have experience or are willing to learn and grow in such areas as strategic oversight, monitoring 
performance, school ethos, buildings management, community links and other such areas of school 
governance, then please do come and speak to me, Iôd be delighted to hear from you. 

 
Foodbank 

The óCommunity Foodbank @ Longridgeô continues to serve those in our community who find 
themselves in difficult circumstances. Please do continue to support it if you can with a donation of 
such items as pasta sauce, tinned meat, long life milk, sponge puddings, tomato ketchup and toilet 
rolls etc. You can also financially support it using their Business Account ï Account Number: 
12833754, Sort Code: 01-00-53. 

Itôs open every Friday between 11:00am and 1:30pm and for more information you can contact the 
Foodbank team on their new telephone number: 01772 355731. 

 

Congratulations to those Confirmed on the 10
th
 May by The Bishop of Blackburn. 

Vicarôs Notes continued ééé. 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/thefonevillage?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVQ8QqiDRtvmHw8EaGcCGNtM22bS5hcVu6RxAOnlIlZ9ZPcMIL8IQR5ckBX4V-pND6NLqJ4ryLUzZSj3b1JCWlAuhyeIFvYqE-h1PMmCBpFmYyK-PZEve8-Fh1o-A371Yc9At1JXptReuWtsDy-WLEGa66xVBJqihhJTM79h08YmmIa7EuDX5dmGF
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/mobivillagelongridge?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVQ8QqiDRtvmHw8EaGcCGNtM22bS5hcVu6RxAOnlIlZ9ZPcMIL8IQR5ckBX4V-pND6NLqJ4ryLUzZSj3b1JCWlAuhyeIFvYqE-h1PMmCBpFmYyK-PZEve8-Fh1o-A371Yc9At1JXptReuWtsDy-WLEGa66xVBJqihhJTM79h08YmmIa7EuD
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/mobivillage?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVQ8QqiDRtvmHw8EaGcCGNtM22bS5hcVu6RxAOnlIlZ9ZPcMIL8IQR5ckBX4V-pND6NLqJ4ryLUzZSj3b1JCWlAuhyeIFvYqE-h1PMmCBpFmYyK-PZEve8-Fh1o-A371Yc9At1JXptReuWtsDy-WLEGa66xVBJqihhJTM79h08YmmIa7EuDX5dmGFO4M
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/longridge?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVQ8QqiDRtvmHw8EaGcCGNtM22bS5hcVu6RxAOnlIlZ9ZPcMIL8IQR5ckBX4V-pND6NLqJ4ryLUzZSj3b1JCWlAuhyeIFvYqE-h1PMmCBpFmYyK-PZEve8-Fh1o-A371Yc9At1JXptReuWtsDy-WLEGa66xVBJqihhJTM79h08YmmIa7EuDX5dmGFO4MOM
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Book Review - Theo of Golden by Allen Levi 

Theo of Golden is a delightful, uplifting and memorable novel. It tells the story 
of Theo, an elderly Portuguese gentleman during his stay in Golden, a 
southern town in Georgia. As the story weaves I became entranced and 
transported to Theo's world. It is a very long time since I slowed down 
reading a book because quite simply, I didnôt want to finish it, but this was 
indeed the case with Theo.  

Theo is a person who wishes to please others. In so-
doing, he makes gifts of portraits hanging in a local 
coffee shop to the respective subject of each portrait, to give them their true 
home. The gifts are made in a humble and sensitive way; there is nothing 
forced, threatening or condescending about Theo.  The gifts bring pleasure to 
the recipients and the ripple of kindness radiates to the whole community.  

It sounds saccharine sweet, and I thought so during the first couple of 
chapters. Yet the narrative has an unforced rhythm and I was drawn into the 
characters and feel of Golden, the southern drawl, the heat of the summer 
and the pace of life. 

The ending is not expected but I am not giving anything away! I highly 
recommend this book to you.  

Table for the Nation at Blackburn Cathedral  

I want to tell you about this very special Table which is no ordinary 
table and which is thoroughly amazing! The Table is made from 
Fenland oak which grew in forests of giant oak trees about 5,000 years 
ago. Letôs just pause and think about that - it is 3,000 years before 
Jesus walked the earth. It is incredible. 

In 2012, during routine cultivations on a farm in 
the Wissington Fens of south-west Norfolk, a 
13.2 metre section of the Tree was unearthed. It 
was found in the year of Queen Elizabeth IIôs 
Diamond Jubilee, and hence was called the 
óJubilee Oakô. 

During the melting of the glaciers, the sea level had increased and prevented 
the rivers from draining freely into the sea, thereby creating lagoons. The tree 
fell into the lagoon and was slowly fossilised. The action of iron and tannin 

changed its brown colour to black.  

The oak was carefully handled, milled into ten consecutive planks and 
then dried. The Table was made by highly skilled crafts-people over ten 
years and it was completed in 2022, the year of the late Queenôs 
Platinum Jubilee.  

The Table fills the Lantern Tower space perfectly and natural light shines 
through the wonderful stained glass windows onto the polished table-
top, to create a kaleidoscope of sheer beauty. Godôs creation is 
awesome, to know that He created the giant oaks so long ago in earthly 
years. Let the trees of the forest sing for joy! How great is our God, 

thank You. 

The Table is at the Cathedral until May 2027, further information can be found at https://
blackburncathedral.com/table-for-the-nation/  https://www.thefenlandblackoakproject.co.uk/our-story  

I hope you manage to see The Table for yourself, I think youôll love it.  
              Naomi Pinder 

https://blackburncathedral.com/table-for-the-nation/
https://blackburncathedral.com/table-for-the-nation/
https://www.thefenlandblackoakproject.co.uk/our-story


Clergy & Church Officers 

 
Vicar    Rev. Mike Barton  The Vicarage, Church Street 01772 389837 revmikebarton@gmail.com 

Curate    Rev Jesse Adesina     07776 750695 revjesseadesina@gmail.com 

Retired Clergy:  Rev. John Ball     07754 771220  
    Rev. Adrian Mairs 8 Hacking Drive  лмттн орслмр adrian.s.mairs@gmail.com 

           07899 905768 
Licensed Reader  Janet Mortimer 8 Tootle Road  07734 475762 jan.mortimer1958@hotmail.co.uk 
Churchwardens  Dot Little  26 Hoghton Road  01772 783998 dotlittle003@gmail.com  

    Dorothy Laver 19 The Pastures, Grimsargh 07719 389529 dorothy.laver@gmail.com 

Deputy Wardens  Graham Kelsall        graham@oaktreehouse.net 

    Mae Heys  29 Fell Brow   07740 068099  

PCC Secretary  Barbara Burton 7 Chaigley Road     brbrbrtn6@gmail.com  

PCC Treasurer  Graham Kelsall        graham@oaktreehouse.net 

Safeguarding  Officer Elizabeth Hemingway       psostlandplongridge@gmail.com 

Parish Administrator Michael Dawson See hours below  01772 783281          secretarystlandplongridge@gmail.com 
Health & Safety Officer Vacant 

Electoral Role Officer Michael Dawson 
Ignite-Children & Youth LeaderðBecky Filder         becky.ignitelongridge@gmail.com 

Parish Administrator  
   Michael Dawson     
 Parish Office Monday and Wednesday  9:30ð12:30 
 Friday 9.30ð15.30    01772 783281 
 
Altar Flowers 
Hon. Sec. St. Lawrence   Dot Little  01772 783998 
     Judith Kaye 01772 785114  
    
Hon. Sec. St. Paul Ellen Dawson  07487 741745  
     ellendawson7@gmail.com 
 
Choir 
Organist and Choir Director Karen Au   
     karen.au1990@gmail.com  
        
Church Lads & Church Girls Brigade  
Wednesday Nights Berry Lane School Term Times 
Martins and Y-Team (Reception-Year 5 6.15-7>30pm  
JTC and Seniors (Year 6 and Above) 7-9pm 
hƭƛǾƛŀǎǘŜǿŀǊǘϪŎƭŎƎōΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ    !Ƴƛƛ.ŀǘŜǎƻƴϪŎƭŎƎōΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ 
 
Crafty Caf® 
Last Monday each month, Centenary Room 1.30 - 3.30pm also: 
 Contacts   Helen Bailey  07891 075023 
    Bev Keating 
    Jean Saunders 01772640146   
Handbell Ringers 
Leader  Judith Kaye Park View, Fleet Street, PR3 3ED
  judithkaye@sky.com  01772 785114 

   
 
Childrenôs Church 
Carolyn Barton    carolynbarton@hotmail.co.uk 
   
 
Mothers Union  7.30pm on 1st Tuesday 
Enrolling Member Judith Kaye Park View, Fleet Street, PR3 3ED 
   judithkaye@sky.com  01772 785114 
 
Prayerline  If you would like our prayer team to pray for you e-mail 
Muriel Anderson  12 Plessington Court, Brewery Street, Longridge 
  Murielanderson33@gmail.com  07823 762089  
 
Tuesday Club 7.30pm on 2nd Tuesday 
Chairman Fred Little 26 Hoghton Road 01772 783998 
Hon. Sec. vacent 
 
Walkie Talkies 
  Hannah Green 20 Darwen Close 01772 783558 
 
Bereavement Group  
meets on 1st Monday of the month including Bank Holidays 
  Karen Burdett    07712 440135 
  karenlburdett@hotmail.com 

Organisations 

Parochial Church Council 

Chairman      Rev. Mike Barton   
Hon. Secretary     Barbara Burton 
Hon. Treasurer & Stewardship Recorder Graham Kelsall 
 
Members:       Clergy and Churchwardens 
      Amii Bateson, Karen Boardman, Helen Clements, Ellen Dawson, Andrew Filder,  
      David Hartley, Mae Heys, Philip Jones, Vernon Kinrade, Terry Lewis,  
      Rosemary Lyons, Barbara McCormick, Annamarie Rogers-Waterman, Val Wardley,   
      Stephanie Willan.  

Longridge C of E Primary School 
www.longridge-ce.lancsngfl.ac.uk 

Headteacher 
 Mrs Catherine Parkin  
  head@longridge-cofe.lancs.sch.uk 
 
Clerk to the Governors 
 Val Morris 01524 581136 c/o the School Office 

 School Office 01772 782378  
   bursar@longridge-cofe.lancs.sch.uk 
 
Pre-School  01772-780078 
PTFA Hon. Sec. Katie Keighley 
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Sidesmen and Sideswomen 
 

Karen Boardman, Bev Keating, Janet Heap,  
Peter Turver, Lib Turver, Graham Kelsall,  

Val Wardley, Dianne Sanderson, Muriel Anderson,  
Merilyn Kinrade, Barbara Burton,  

Ian Cookson, Ruth Buckley, Jennifer Sturzaker, Kai Ng,  
Helen Eccles, Keith Thompson, Judith Singleton. 

 
Duty Wardens 
 

Ali Ng, Dot Little, Dorothy Laver, Mae Heys, Vernon Kinrade,  
Barbara McCormick, Kathleen Sturzaker,  

Nick Grogan, Kelly Grogan. 

mailto:churchwardenstlandplongridge@gmail.com
mailto:ellendawson7@gmail.com
mailto:Oliviastewart@clcgb.org.uk
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Exclusive Cards  
Helium Balloons 

CHARISMA 
Proprietor; Tracey McComb 
01772 783043 

87 Berry Lane, Longridge, 
Preston PR3 3WH 

Mary Frances 
 

School Uniforms  
Work wear 

Printing and Embroidery service  
 

59 Derby Road Longridge PR3 3JT 
01772 784272 

Rewires - Extra Sockets - Security Lighting 
Burglar Alarms - Small Appliance Repairs 
Fluorescent Tubes - Light Bulbs - Etc. 
EV chargers Supplied & Fitted 

www.longridge-electrical.co.uk 

38 Berry Lane 
Longridge 

Tel. 01772  

783837 

Steve Harling Decorating 
Local tradesman for all your 

decorating needs. 
Est 1987 

High Quality Painting & Decorating 
Commercial & Domestic, Interior & Exterior 

Insurance  Quotations 
 
 

01772 785090 / 07966 185273 
steharling@gmail.com 

28 Water Meadows. Longridge, PR3 3BW 

/ƘŀǊǘŜǊŜŘ /ŜǊǝŬŜŘ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘŀƴǘǎ 
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Whole business support and analysis 
Free Initial Consultation 

 
²ƘŀƭƭŜȅ {ǿŀǊōǊƛŎƪ [ƛƳƛǘŜŘ 
мс .ŜǊǊȅ [ŀƴŜΣ [ƻƴƎǊƛŘƎŜ 

9ƳŀƛƭΥ ƎǊŜƎϪǿƘŀƭƭŜȅǎǿŀǊōǊƛŎƪΦŎƻΦǳƪ 
лмттн турплр 

Interior & Exterior 

Painter & Decorator 
Experienced, Reliable, Quality & Value 

 
 

Stuart Black 
01772 862 863 
07811 352 990 

Quilterôs Quarters  

Sewing, Knitting & Crochet supplies 
Wide range of fabric, wool, 
haberdashery, threads and  
other craft supplies  
Lessons available  

32 Derby Road, Longridge, PR3 3NP  
Tel: 01772 780998 

Email quilters.quarters@outlook.com 
www.quiltersquarters.co.uk 

RAYMOND JAMES 
 

Wayne Hayhurst MCSI 
Chartered Wealth Manager & Principal 

 
8 Berry Lane, Longridge PR3 3JA 

Tel: 01772 780 300 
Email: 

Wayne.Hayhurst@raymondjames .com 
www.ribblevalley.raymondjames.uk.com 

           LONGRIDGE 
      ELECTRICAL 
  SERVICES & LIGHTING 

Wayne Hayhurst MCSI 
Chartered Wealth Manager  
Chief Executive Officer 

 
8 Berry Lane, Longridge PR3 3JA 

01772 970470 
www.Two10InvestmentServices.co.uk 

Wayne.Hayhurst@Two10InvestmentServices.co.uk 

 

Pipkins Gifts Toys Childrenôs Clothing  
Mill House Gifts Cards  
The popular Frenchic Paint 
 
The Mill House 64 Berry Lane, Longridge 

at  

Longridge ²ƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ¸ŀǊƴ 
West Yorkshire Spinners 

Rico Design 
James Brett 
Workshops 

 
07761 842010 

Tuesday-Saturday 9.30-5pm 
Berry Lane, Longridge 

 

 
²Ŝ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǝŜǎ ǘƻ ǎŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ 

ŀǊŜŀΦ 
66 Derby Road, Longridge, PR3 3FE 

Get in touch today 
01772 233380 

longridge@holdens.co.uk 

We offer: 
Wide angle photography 

Video tours 
Floor plans 

Drone coverage of your home (Ts&Cs apply) 
Individually designed colour brochures 
Flexible appointment viewings 

Mortgage advice 
Free property advice 

Access to websites such as  Zoopla and Rightmove 
Free property valuations 

Let only rental service & fully managed rental service 

mailto:steharling@gmail.com
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Martinõs 

All In for Jesus ð Our Big Day Out in Blackpool    -  Andrew Filder 

The Blackburn Diocesan Centenary gave us a wonderful excuse for a Big Day Out in Blackpool ð 
and the Filder Five were definitely ready for an adventure. From the moment we arrived, there was 
a real sense of celebration: families, friends, churches from every corner of the diocese gathering 
together to give thanks for 100 years of faithful ministry and to look forward to all that God has in 
store. 

One of the highlights for us was the Children and Families Zone, set up inside the church building. It 
was a treasure trove of creativity, curiosity and faith-filled fun. Izzy and Jacob were in their element. 
They made calm jars swirling with glitter and beads, crafted 
peg dolls that had to look like themselves (with great 
seriousness and even greater imagination), and designed 
mini-boats to test whether they would float. They threaded 
bracelets, filled snack bags, and even explored how we can 
walk in Jesusô footprints in our everyday lives. 

A particular favourite ð though perhaps enjoyed even more 
by Daddyð was the challenge to find ten hidden Zacchaeus 
figures around the room, each holding something he needed 
to give back. It was a brilliant way to help children think 
about generosity, forgiveness, and what it means to be ñAll 
In for Jesus,ò just like the people we read about in the Bible. 

Of course, no family festival would be complete without bouncy castles and cake, both of which 
were enthusiastically approved by the younger members of the Filder Five. 

When the Family Zone closed at 1pm, we joined the queue for the free hog roast, which was 
absolutely delicious. And because it would have been rude not to ð being by the seaside ð we 
treated ourselves to a portion of chips to go with it. 

The day ended with a beautiful time of worship and reflection, even as the drizzle settled in. Bishop 
Philip spoke powerfully, encouraging 
us to consider how we can live our 
lives wholeheartedly for Jesus. 
Despite the rain, the atmosphere was 
full of joy, unity and hope. It was 
moving to look around and see friends 
from across the diocese gathered 
together, celebrating Godôs 
faithfulness and dreaming of what 
comes next. 

We came home tired, happy, and 
carrying our very own centenary rock 
ð a small but special reminder of a 
big celebration. We had a wonderful 
time as a family, and weôre grateful to 
have been part of such a memorable 
moment in our diocesan story. 



 The Log  ¢Ŝƴ 


