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INDEX OF ADVERTISERS 
 
Carers    Longridge Hall Care Home (B) 

Clothing    Mary Frances (8), Pipkins at the Mill (8) 

Charities    GGôS Gifts and Talents (B) 

Crafts    Quilterôs Quarters (8), Absolute Enigma Studio and Workshops (8). 

     Longridge Wool and Yarn (8), GGôs Gifts and Talents (B) 

Commercial Construction  Walter Carefoot (14) 

Decorators   Steve Harling decorating (8), Stuart Black Painter & Decorator (8) 

Electrical    Longridge Electrical Services& Lighting (8) 

Estate Agents   Holdens Estate Agents (8), Pendle Hill Properties (8) 

Finance    Two 10 Investments (8) Raymond James Wealth Management (8),   

     Whalley Swarbrick Accountants (8) 

Florists    Flower Glade (13), The Bloom Room (13) 

Floor coverings   Touchwood Flooring Company (14) 

Food     Garry Rowles Butcher (13), Ribble Farm Fare (13),  

     Tinaôs Corner Bakery (14)  

Funerals    William Houghton Funeral Directors (B), Martinôs Funerals (B) 

Greeting Cards   Charisma (8) 

Hair & Beauty   Creative Hair(14), Halcyon Days now Diane at Aura (14) 

Health & Medical  Berry Lane Dental Surgery (13), The Footroom (13) 

Hospitality    Tap & Vent Micropub (13), Applejacks Microbar(13) 

Interior Design & D®cor   DMD Interior Design (13),W B Preston Interiors (14) 

Jewellery & Gifts  Longridge Goldsmiths (13) 

Joinery    D M Jennings Joinery and Glazing (14) 

Legal Services   MG Legal (13) 

Motors & Auto   Warwick Street Motors (14), Irelandôs Garage (14),  

     Bonds of Longridge (14), Ribble valley Tyre & Auto (14) 

Pets     Four Paws Two Claws (14), Tails of the Town (14) 

Plumbing & Heating  G J Harrison, (14) 

Residential Lettings  Walter Carefoot (14) 

Technology   Blue Moon Computers (B), The Fone Village (B) 

Travel & Holidays  Travel Circle (14), Holiday Cottage Alston Lane (14) 

The numbers in brackets indicate the page on which the advert can be found. 

(B) indicates a position below An editorial page.. These may move as space allows. 
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/čĆÞ ÅćØ üčóć ĭĢ ëčĞ Å 
ëÞĢĩóĹÞ ÓÞāÞÑĞÅĩóčć ÅĢ ĺÞ 
ĭćĺĞÅě ĩñÞ Niw: čë 
/ñĞóĢĩĆÅĢ˔˔˘˘˘ 

:ĹÞćĩĢ Åĩ  
~ĩ˘ ]ÅĺĞÞćÓÞĢ˳ /ñĭĞÓñ 
 
!ØĹÞćĩ ÓÅĞčā ~ÞĞĹóÓÞ 
˂˒ʿʼěĆ˦~ĭćØÅļ ʿʼĩñ cčĹÞĆÑÞĞ 
 
/ñĞóĢĩĆÅĢ :ĹÞ /čĆĆĭćóčć 
ʽʽ˒ʿʼěĆ˦ºÞØćÞĢØÅļ ʾˀĩñ 4ÞÓÞĆÑÞĞ 
 
/ñĞóĢĩĆÅĢ 4Åļ :ÅĞāļ /čĆĆĭćóčć 
˄˒ʼʼÅĆ˦§ñĭĞĢØÅļ ʾˁĩñ 4ÞÓÞĆÑÞĞ 
 
/ñĞóĢĩĆÅĢ 4Åļ ~ÞĞĹóÓÞ 
ʽʼ˒ʼʼÅĆ˦§ñĭĞĢØÅļ ʾˁĩñ 4ÞÓÞĆÑÞĞ 

:ĹÞćĩĢ Åĩ  
~ĩ˘ wÅĭāĢ˳ /ñĭĞÓñ 
 
-āĭÞ /ñĞóĢĩĆÅĢ  
˃˒ʼʼěĆ˦bčćØÅļ ʽĢĩ 4ÞÓÞĆÑÞĞ 
 
/ñĞóĢĩóćìāÞ ~ÞĞĹóÓÞ 
ʽʼ˒ʼʼÅĆ˦~ĭćØÅļ ʽˀĩñ 4ÞÓÞĆÑÞĞ 
 
˅ āÞĢĢčćĢ ÅćØ /ÅĞčāĢ 
˂˒ʿʼěĆ˦~ĭćØÅļ ʾʽĢĩ 4ÞÓÞĆÑÞĞ 
 
/ñĞóĢĩĆÅĢ :ĹÞ /ĞóÑ ~ÞĞĹóÓÞ 
ˁěĆ-˂ěĆ˦ºÞØćÞĢØÅļ ʾˀĩñ 4ÞÓÞĆÑÞĞ 

1L *9OJ=F;= 
OAL@1L .9MD 
*GF?JA<?= 
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I recently came across this quote by a gentleman called John Leclerc summarising Jesusô Gospel 
ministry: óJesus ate good food with bad peopleô. I like it, itôs provocative, itôs true, and it gets right to 
the heart of the hospitality of God. As we step into Advent, then into Christmas, and then into the 
New Year, many of us will have the opportunity to eat some good food ï perhaps even too much, 
but what kind of people will we eat it with? 

 

In this season ahead it's worth remembering that in the eternal plan of God, for loveôs sake, it was 
deemed necessary that Jesus should be robed in flesh as the God/Man incarnate to grow up and 
share food with sinners. Jesus did this so that we might have fellowship with God ï if we want it that 
is; so that around our ordinary tables, in our ordinary homes, the extraordinary grace of God might 
be revealed.  
 
As we follow Jesus in this season of renewed hope, may our own tables be places of hospitality, 
healing, and surprising fellowship with all sorts of people.  

Winter Fair, a Narnia Wonderland 

A big and sincere thank you needs to be shared with all the volunteers who worked so hard to make 
Novemberôs Narnia themed Winter Fair such a success. You can see some of the fun pictures on 
page 20.  Thank you also to all those who generously donated prizes and to those who spent some 
of your hard-earned money supporting our church. Together we managed to raise a much needed 
Ã3,200 towards general church funds.   

In a related note, perhaps some of you remember these words of C.S. Lewis about Aslan in óThe 
Lion, The Witch And The Wardrobeô, ó"Safe?" said Mr. Beaver. "Who said anything about safe? 
'Course he isn't safe. But he's good. He's the King, I tell you." 

Advent and Christmas Services 

This year the watchword for the Advent and Christmas season is óHopeô. Hope warms our hearts to 
be more like Jesus, lights our path according to his promises, and sustains us through every 
season.  

You can see a full list of our Advent and Christmas themed services on page 3. 

Foodbank 

Weôre extremely grateful to our dedicated ecumenical Foodbank Team who continue to serve over 
the Christmas period. It will be open as usual Friday 19

th
 December and 2

nd
 January. Anyone 

requiring an emergency parcel in the middle of this time should contact the Longridge Centre on 
07849 534431. 

Good News for the Adesinas 
At the end of October there was wonderful news to celebrate in Revd Jesse's household with the 
arrival of a baby daughter Mirabel. 
We send lots of love and prayers to Jesse, Tosin, Eric and Mirabel as they continue to settle in and 
celebrate their first Christmas in Longridge. 
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Vicarôs Notes continued ééé. 

Ecumenical Service for Epiphany  

The Churches Together in Longridge and District chairmanship passes to us at St Lawrence with St 
Paul in 2026. This means that the Ecumenical Service for the Season of Epiphany will take place at 
St Lawrenceôs Church on the evening of Sunday 11

th
 January at 6.30pm. 

Jigsaw Festival  

Our very popular New Year Jigsaw Festival will take place at St Paulôs Church over the weekend of 
17
th
/18

th
 January 2025. Look out for further details soon and please note that both the 10am 

morning and 6.30pm evening church services on 18
th
 January will take place at St Lawrence 

Church.  

Vision Emphasis for 2026 

 

Finally, please let me wish each one of you a joyful Advent, Christmas and New Year.  
May you know the full hope of Jesus, the Word made flesh over this time.   

2026 is a special year in the life of the Blackburn Diocese 
because the 12

th
 November marks its 100th anniversary. As 

such there will be many events taking place all with the aim of 
celebrating the hope of the Christian Faith. Part of this includes a 
request that every church should host a weekend of events to 
share the good news of Jesus with the community around them. 

  

For this reason, our Parish Vision Emphasis for 2026 will be 
óFollowing Jesus on Missionô and Iôll be elaborating more about 
what this means for us here at St Lawrence with St Paul at our 
services on 25

th
 January.  

Our  Blue Christmas Service. 
7.00pm Monday 1

st
 December in St. Paulôs Church 

The Blue Christmas Service is offered for those who will be hurting or feel lost during the holidays. 
Often it is offered on December 21, the longest night of the year. Some come because they are 
mourning the death of a loved one. Some because they are far from home. Some because they 
suffer from illness, addiction, or estrangement. Some are lonely, struggling financially, or in conflict 
with another. Some hurt because of the great pain, need, and violence in our nation and our world. 
The reasons for coming are many and all are welcome 
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 GG's Gifts & Talents 
Community Crafts & Keepsakes 

 We are a Community Interest Company Help us to Fundraise 
 

Supporting Adult Victims of Child Sexual Abuse  
Pop-Along to GGôsunit 10 Longridge Community Hub 27 Inglewhite Rd PR3 3JS 

Shop opening times Thursday, Friday, Saturday 11-1.30pm.  
Variety of craft sessions by arrangement. 

Contact Gina G 07707 849961 or email csasurvivor3@gmail.com  

Journeying through Advent  

Mothersô Union Advent Calendar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Merry Christmas 
  Dates 

  Dec 2
nd

  Party 6.30pm start 

  January  No Meeting         JAK 

bƻǾ   

ол ¢ŀƪŜ ŀ ǉǳƛŜǘ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ǘƻŘŀȅ ǘƻ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ WŜǎǳǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎȅƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ 

5ŜŎ   

м ¢Ƙƛƴƪ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ !ŘǾŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ 

н {ǇŜƴŘ ǝƳŜ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǝƻƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΤ ōǊƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƛǘŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƻǳǊ ƻŦ ŀ tƻƛƴǎŜǩŀ 

о 5ƻƴŀǘŜ ǘƻ ŀ ŦƻƻŘ ōŀƴƪ ƻǊ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊ ƻǊ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ wŜŦǳƎŜ ǘƻŘŀȅ 

п .ǳƛƭŘ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŎŀƛǊƴ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƛǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ƻƴ ǊƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǎŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘŀƴŘ ŬǊƳΣ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ 
ǎǘƻǊƳǎ 

р ²ƘƛŎƘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳƛƎƘǘ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ƻǾŜǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǿƘƻ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ a¦ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊ 

с {ŜƴŘ ŀ a¦ ŎŀǊŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ 

т ¢Ƙƛǎ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ ƛƴ ŀ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŬƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǳǊƳƻƛƭΣ [ƻǊŘΣ ƎǊŀƴǘ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǉǳƛƭƭƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴƭȅ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŜŀŎŜ Ŏŀƴ ōǊƛƴƎΦ 

у {ǇŜŀƪ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƻŘŀȅ ǿƘƻ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƭƻƴŜƭȅ ǘƘƛǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 

ф ¦ǎƛƴƎ ŀ ƳŀǇ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ǿŀǊǎ ƻǊ ŎƻƴƅƛŎǘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ 

мл tǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ .ŜǘƘƭŜƘŜƳ ϧ DŀȊŀΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŀƴ ŜƴŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴƅƛŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǊŜōǳƛƭǘ 

мм tǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 

мн tǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ a¦Ωǎ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ ƘŜƭǇǎ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎ 

мо tǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΣ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ǿŀǊƳ ƻǊ ŜŀǝƴƎ 

мп [ƛƎƘǘ ŀ ŎŀƴŘƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜōƻǳƴŘ 

мр .ǳȅ ŀ ƎƛƊ ƻŦ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘ 

мс wŜƅŜŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ϧ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘΣ ŎƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ƳƻǊŜ 

мт LŦ ƛǘΩǎ ǎŀŦŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΣ ǘǊȅ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ Ŧŀǎǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƻǊ ŘƻƴŀǘŜ нрǇ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǿŜŜǘ ǘǊŜŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŝŀǘ 

му tǊŀȅ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ŀƭƻǳŘ h wŀŘƛȄ WŜǎǎŜ ς wƻƻǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǎŜ 

мф /ƘŜŎƪ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŘƻƳŜǎǝŎ ŀōǳǎŜ ǊŜŦǳƎŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǿŀȅ CǊƻƳ Lǘ !ƭƭ {ŎƘŜƳŜ 

нл 5ƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƴŜŜŘ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǿŀǊƳ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ 

нм tǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ ǇǊƛǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǇǊƛǎƻƴǎ ƻǾŜǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 

нн [ŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǝƴƎ ƴƛƎƘǘ-ǝƳŜ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƎŜǘ ƘƻƳŜ ǎŀŦŜƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ 
ƴƛƎƘǘǎ ƻǳǘ 

но tǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƳƻǘƘŜǊǎ ς ǇŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻǎǘ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ Ƴŀƴȅ 

нп /ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ƘŜƭǇ ŀ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 



Clergy & Church Officers 

 
Vicar    Rev. Mike Barton  The Vicarage, Church Street 01772 389837 revmikebarton@gmail.com 

Curate    Rev Jesse Adesina     07776 750695 revjesseadesina@gmail.com 

Retired Clergy:  Rev. John Ball     07754 771220  
    Rev. Adrian Mairs 8 Hacking Drive  лмттн орслмр adrian.s.mairs@gmail.com 

           07899 905768 
Licensed Reader  Janet Mortimer 8 Tootle Road  07734 475762 jan.mortimer1958@hotmail.co.uk 
Churchwardens  Dot Little  26 Hoghton Road  01772 783998 dotlittle003@gmail.com  

    Dorothy Laver 19 The Pastures, Grimsargh 07719 389529 dorothy.laver@gmail.com 

Deputy Wardens  Graham Kelsall        graham@oaktreehouse.net 

    Mae Heys  29 Fell Brow   07740 068099  

PCC Secretary  Barbara Burton 7 Chaigley Road     brbrbrtn6@gmail.com  

PCC Treasurer  Graham Kelsall        graham@oaktreehouse.net 

Safeguarding  Officer Elizabeth Hemingway       psostlandplongridge@gmail.com 

Parish Administrator Michael Dawson See hours below  01772 783281          secretarystlandplongridge@gmail.com 
Health & Safety Officer Vacant 

Parish Administrator  
   Michael Dawson     
 Parish Office Monday and Wednesday  9:30ð12:30 
 Friday 9.30ð15.30    01772 783281 
 
Altar Flowers 
Hon. Sec. St. Lawrence   Dot Little  01772 783998 
     Judith Kaye 01772 785114  
    
Hon. Sec. St. Paul Ellen Dawson  07487 741745  
     ellendawson7@gmail.com 
 
Choir 
Organist and Choir Director Karen Au   
     karen.au1990@gmail.com  
        
Church Lads & Church Girls Brigade  
Wednesday Nights Berry Lane School Term Times 
Martins 6 pm, Young Members 6.30 pm JTC/Seniors 7.00 pm 

    hƭƛǾƛŀǎǘŜǿŀǊǘϪŎƭŎƎōΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ  
Crafty Caf® 
Last Monday each month, Centenary Room 1.30 - 3.30pm also: 
 Contacts   Helen Bailey  07891 075023 
    Bev Keating 
    Jean Saunders 01772640146   
Handbell Ringers 
Leader  Judith Kaye Park View, Fleet Street, PR3 3ED
  judithkaye@sky.com  01772 785114 
   

 
Childrenôs Church 
Carolyn Barton    carolynbarton@hotmail.co.uk 
   
 
Mothers Union  7.30pm on 1st Tuesday 
Enrolling Member Judith Kaye Park View, Fleet Street, PR3 3ED 
   judithkaye@sky.com  01772 785114 
 
Prayerline  If you would like our prayer team to pray for you e-mail 
Muriel Anderson  12 Plessington Court, Brewery Street, Longridge 
  Murielanderson33@gmail.com  07823 762089  
 
Tuesday Club 7.30pm on 2nd Tuesday 
Chairman Fred Little 26 Hoghton Road 01772 783998 
Hon. Sec. vacent 
 
Walkie Talkies 
  Hannah Green 20 Darwen Close 01772 783558 
 
Bereavement Group  
meets on 1st Monday of the month including Bank Holidays 
  Karen Burdett    07712 440135 
  karenlburdett@hotmail.com 

Organisations 

Parochial Church Council 
 

Chairman      Rev. Mike Barton   
Hon. Secretary     Barbara Burton 
Hon. Treasurer & Stewardship Recorder Graham Kelsall 
 
Members:       Clergy and Churchwardens 
      Amii Bateson, Karen Boardman, Helen Clements, Ellen Dawson, Andrew Filder,  
      David Hartley, Mae Heys, Philip Jones, Vernon Kinrade, Terry Lewis,  
      Rosemary Lyons, Barbara McCormick, Annamarie Rogers-Waterman, Val Wardley,   
      Stephanie Willan.  

Longridge C of E Primary School 
www.longridge-ce.lancsngfl.ac.uk 

Headteacher 
 Mrs Catherine Parkin  
  head@longridge-cofe.lancs.sch.uk 
 
Clerk to the Governors 
 Val Morris 01524 581136 c/o the School Office 

 School Office 01772 782378  
   bursar@longridge-cofe.lancs.sch.uk 
 
Pre-School  01772-780078 
PTFA Hon. Sec. Katie Keighley 
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Sidesmen and Sideswomen 
 

Karen Boardman, Bev Keating, Janet Heap,  
Peter Turver, Lib Turver, Graham Kelsall,  

Val Wardley, Dianne Sanderson, Muriel Anderson,  
Merilyn Kinrade, Barbara Burton,  

Ian Cookson, Ruth Buckley, Jennifer Sturzaker, Kai Ng,  
Helen Eccles, Keith Thompson, Judith Singleton. 

 
Duty Wardens 
 

Ali Ng, Dot Little, Dorothy Laver, Mae Heys, Vernon Kinrade,  
Barbara McCormick, Kathleen Sturzaker,  

Nick Grogan, Kelly Grogan. 

mailto:churchwardenstlandplongridge@gmail.com
mailto:ellendawson7@gmail.com
mailto:Oliviastewart@clcgb.org.uk
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Exclusive Cards  
Helium Balloons 

CHARISMA 
Proprietor; Tracey McComb 
01772 783043 

87 Berry Lane, Longridge, 
Preston PR3 3WH 

Mary Frances 
 

School Uniforms  
Work wear 

Printing and Embroidery service  
 

59 Derby Road Longridge PR3 3JT 
01772 784272 

Rewires - Extra Sockets - Security Lighting 
Burglar Alarms - Small Appliance Repairs 
Fluorescent Tubes - Light Bulbs - Etc. 
EV chargers Supplied & Fitted 

www.longridge-electrical.co.uk 

38 Berry Lane 
Longridge 

Tel. 01772  

783837 

Steve Harling Decorating 
Local tradesman for all your 

decorating needs. 
Est 1987 

High Quality Painting & Decorating 
Commercial & Domestic, Interior & Exterior 

Insurance  Quotations 
 
 

01772 785090 / 07966 185273 
steharling@gmail.com 

28 Water Meadows. Longridge, PR3 3BW 

/ƘŀǊǘŜǊŜŘ /ŜǊǝŬŜŘ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘŀƴǘǎ 

²I![[9¸ {²!w.wL/Y 

Whole business support and analysis 
Free Initial Consultation 

 
²ƘŀƭƭŜȅ {ǿŀǊōǊƛŎƪ [ƛƳƛǘŜŘ 
мс .ŜǊǊȅ [ŀƴŜΣ [ƻƴƎǊƛŘƎŜ 

9ƳŀƛƭΥ ƎǊŜƎϪǿƘŀƭƭŜȅǎǿŀǊōǊƛŎƪΦŎƻΦǳƪ 
лмттн турплр 

Interior & Exterior 

Painter & Decorator 
Experienced, Reliable, Quality & Value 

 
 

Stuart Black 
01772 862 863 
07811 352 990 

Quilterôs Quarters  

Sewing, Knitting & Crochet supplies 
Wide range of fabric, wool, 
haberdashery, threads and  
other craft supplies  
Lessons available  

32 Derby Road, Longridge, PR3 3NP  
Tel: 01772 780998 

Email quilters.quarters@outlook.com 
www.quiltersquarters.co.uk 

RAYMOND JAMES 
 

Wayne Hayhurst MCSI 
Chartered Wealth Manager & Principal 

 
8 Berry Lane, Longridge PR3 3JA 

Tel: 01772 780 300 
Email: 

Wayne.Hayhurst@raymondjames .com 
www.ribblevalley.raymondjames.uk.com 

           LONGRIDGE 
      ELECTRICAL 
  SERVICES & LIGHTING 

Wayne Hayhurst MCSI 
Chartered Wealth Manager  
Chief Executive Officer 

 
8 Berry Lane, Longridge PR3 3JA 

01772 970470 
www.Two10InvestmentServices.co.uk 

Wayne.Hayhurst@Two10InvestmentServices.co.uk 

 

Longridge Hub, 27 Inglewhite Road 
PR3 3JS 

Telephone/WhatsApp 07817 398494 
www.facebook.com/absoluteenigmagifts  

Pipkins Gifts Toys Childrenôs Clothing  
Mill House Gifts Cards  
The popular Frenchic Paint 
 
The Mill House 64 Berry Lane, Longridge 

at  

Longridge ²ƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ¸ŀǊƴ 
West Yorkshire Spinners 

Rico Design 
James Brett 
Workshops 

 
07761 842010 

Tuesday-Saturday 9.30-5pm 
Berry Lane, Longridge 

 

 
²Ŝ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǝŜǎ ǘƻ ǎŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ 

ŀǊŜŀΦ 
66 Derby Road, Longridge, PR3 3FE 

Get in touch today 
01772 233380 

longridge@holdens.co.uk 

We offer: 
Wide angle photography 

Video tours 
Floor plans 

Drone coverage of your home (Ts&Cs apply) 
Individually designed colour brochures 
Flexible appointment viewings 

Mortgage advice 
Free property advice 

Access to websites such as  Zoopla and Rightmove 
Free property valuations 

Let only rental service & fully managed rental service 

mailto:steharling@gmail.com
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. MY CHRISTMAS EXPERIENCE IN NIGERIA  

and how It differs from a Traditional British 
Christmas ï Revd. Jesse 

Among all the festivals and ceremonies celebrated around the 
world, Christmas stands out to me as the greatest and sweetest. 
Growing up in Nigeria, Christmas was more than just a date on 
the calendar; it was a season that filled the entire atmosphere 
with anticipation and joy. In fact, by early November, the air would 
already begin to smell like Christmas. There was a certain 
excitement you could feel in the streets, in the markets, and even 
in the way people greeted one another. It was as though the 
whole country was preparing for one big family reunion. 
 

One of the most beautiful aspects of Christmas in Nigeria is how 
loved ones return home from far and wide. Families who may not 
have seen each other for months or even years come back to 
celebrate together. It creates a sense of warmth, belonging, and 
togetherness that is almost tangible. The villages come alive with 
laughter, music, and storytelling. There is real joy, not just in individuals, but in whole communities. 
 
Christmas in Nigeria also means a lot of buying and selling. Markets overflow with people preparing 
for the celebrations: new clothes (our famous "Christmas clothes"), special ingredients for cooking, 
hampers, decorations, and gifts. The energy is vibrant, noisy, colourful, and full of life. Gift-giving is 
a big part of the season, with families exchanging presents and sharing food with neighbours, the 
less privileged, and even strangers. 
 
Church services are central to the celebration. Whether itôs Christmas Eve carols or the Christmas 
Day service, the church becomes the heart of the community. The singing is loud, joyful, and 
deeply heartfelt. Children present dramas and recitations, choirs sing with passion, and everyone 
participates fully in worship. The service is never rushed; people savour the moment because 
Christmas is not just a holiday, it is a spiritual celebration. 
 
This experience is quite different from what I have seen in a traditional British Christmas. Here in 
the UK now my fourth Christmas, so my experience is still growing. The celebration is similar in 
spirit but expressed differently due to the culture. Christmas here is quieter and more reserved. The 
homes are beautifully decorated, the atmosphere is cosy, and the traditions of Christmas cards, 
markets, and family meals are cherished. I think there is a strong emphasis on rest, reflection, and 
spending quality time indoors, especially because of the winter cold. 
 
Yet, even after four Christmases in the UK, I find myself missing certain things about the Nigerian 
experience: the intense socializing, the sharing of food from house to house, the lively parties, the 
spontaneous gathering of extended family, and the vibrant commerce and cooking that fill the entire 
season. I miss the noise, the laughter, the movement, and the communal warmth that make a 
Nigerian Christmas unforgettable. 

¢ƘŜ CǳƴŜǊŀƭ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ 
Martinõs 
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From our Organist and Choir Director ï Karen Au 

This time of year has always been one of the busiest in a church musician's year. There are only 
seven and a bit weeks between All Soul's and Christmas and in that time in between we have 
Remembrance Sunday and the season of Advent and then the Christmas Services. Yet the 
commercial world seems to schedule Christmas immediately after Halloween.   It seems as if 
someone has robbed the best part of two months out of the calendar every year by stealth.  
 
The metamorphosis isn't overnight, the transition from the pumpkins and ghoulish decor of All 
Hallows Eve into the usual Christmas displays of Christmas trees, candy cane, Santa Claus, etc. 
doesn't often occur overnight (although in some shops it certain seems to!). At first the more 
subtle things like mince pies, shortbread and chocolate selection boxes sneak their way on to 
supermarket shelves, then a week or so later a few hampers, with wine and cheeses. Barely a week after 
Remembrance Sunday everywhere becomes unashamedly festive, with Santa Claus and Christmas trees in shops 
selling Advent calendars, Christmas decorations, wrapping paper... the whole shebang. It's near impossible not to get 
swept up in the excitement of all the glittery things that adorn virtually every shop window.  

 
However, every year, I try to observe the season of reflection which is supposed to precede Christmas - Advent. To me, 
no hymn encapsulates the themes of Advent: Hope, Joy, Peace and Love better than "O Come, O Come Emmanuel". 
The over-riding theme of the hymn for me is Joy, apparent in the refrain, which comes from Matthew 1:23 - Behold, a 
virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and his name shall be called Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, 
God with us. Although, it is the sense of hope in verse 6 (which mentions turning darkness into light) which feels 
particularly poignant to me at this time of the year, when we are approaching the shortest day and seasonal gloom 
seems to descend on the whole nation. The theme of Peace and Love is perhaps not so apparently pervasive, but can 
be seen in the last verse which describes Christ's uniting power of love, bringing forth peace in all the nations. This is 
just one of many Advent hymns which is so evocative and instrumental in contemplating the coming of the Messiah. I 
hope that in this season of Advent, you will observe and ponder the text of these hymns and they will bring as much 
hope and joy to you as they have to me over the years.  

 

  h ŎƻƳŜΣ h ŎƻƳŜΣ 9ƳƳŀƴǳŜƭΣ 
  ŀƴŘ ǊŀƴǎƻƳ ŎŀǇǝǾŜ LǎǊŀŜƭ 
  ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻǳǊƴǎ ƛƴ ƭƻƴŜƭȅ ŜȄƛƭŜ ƘŜǊŜ 
  ǳƴǝƭ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊΦ 
  wŜŦǊŀƛƴ 
  wŜƧƻƛŎŜΗ wŜƧƻƛŎŜΗ 9ƳƳŀƴǳŜƭ 
  ǎƘŀƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ h LǎǊŀŜƭΦ 
 
  h ŎƻƳŜΣ h ²ƛǎŘƻƳ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƴ ƘƛƎƘΣ 
  ǿƘƻ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƳƛƎƘǝƭȅΤ 
  ǘƻ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘƘ ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǎƘƻǿ 
  ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘ ǳǎ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ƎƻΦ wŜŦǊŀƛƴ 
 
  h ŎƻƳŜΣ h ŎƻƳŜΣ ƎǊŜŀǘ [ƻǊŘ ƻŦ ƳƛƎƘǘΣ 
  ǿƘƻ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǘǊƛōŜǎ ƻƴ {ƛƴŀƛϥǎ ƘŜƛƎƘǘ 
  ƛƴ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ǝƳŜǎ ŘƛŘ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ 
  ƛƴ ŎƭƻǳŘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƧŜǎǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŀǿŜΦ wŜŦǊŀƛƴ 
 
  h ŎƻƳŜΣ h .ǊŀƴŎƘ ƻŦ WŜǎǎŜϥǎ ǎǘŜƳΣ 
  ǳƴǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎŎǳŜ ǘƘŜƳΗ 
  CǊƻƳ ŘŜǇǘƘǎ ƻŦ ƘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎŀǾŜΣ 
  ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ƻϥŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǾŜΦ wŜŦǊŀƛƴ 

 h ŎƻƳŜΣ h YŜȅ ƻŦ 5ŀǾƛŘΣ ŎƻƳŜ 
 ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜƴ ǿƛŘŜ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǾŜƴƭȅ ƘƻƳŜΦ 
 aŀƪŜ ǎŀŦŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǾŜƴǿŀǊŘ ǊƻŀŘ 
 ŀƴŘ ōŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŘŜŀǘƘϥǎ ŀōƻŘŜΦ wŜŦǊŀƛƴ 
 
 h ŎƻƳŜΣ h .ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ aƻǊƴƛƴƎ {ǘŀǊΣ 
 ŀƴŘ ōǊƛƴƎ ǳǎ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀŦŀǊΗ 
 5ƛǎǇŜƭ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀŘƻǿǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ 
 ŀƴŘ ǘǳǊƴ ƻǳǊ ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎ ƛƴǘƻ ƭƛƎƘǘΦ wŜŦǊŀƛƴ 
 
 h ŎƻƳŜΣ h YƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƴŀǝƻƴǎΣ ōƛƴŘ 
 ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƳŀƴƪƛƴŘΦ 
 .ƛŘ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ǎŀŘ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ŎŜŀǎŜ 
 ŀƴŘ ōŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ƻǳǊ YƛƴƎ ƻŦ tŜŀŎŜΦ wŜŦǊŀƛƴ 
 
 ¢ǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƻǊΥ WΦ aΦ bŜŀƭŜ όмурмύ 
 {ƻǳǊŎŜΥ [ŀǝƴΣ ŎΦ мнǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΤ !ƴŎƛŜƴǘ !ƴǝǇƘƻƴǎ ό[ŀǝƴύΣ  
 ǾŜǊǎƛŬŜŘ ƛƴ муǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ 
 

LONGRIDGE HALL 

Care home 
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Collection of Used Stamps for the RNIB.  

As I write this, it is just one week before the Season of Advent, when we have 

the joy of looking forward to celebrating the birth of Our Saviour Jesus. It is a 

time when we send greetings and blessings via beautiful Christmas cards, and 

also we are blessed to receive Christmas cards. Many of the cards will bear this 

yearôs Angelic Christmas stamps and the used stamps can be used to raise vital 

funds for the Royal National Institute for the Blind (RNIB).  

Jesus came to give sight to the blind, and I think that it is a wonderful and simple way we can help 

those who suffer from impaired sight for all sorts of reasons, whether from birth, illness, accident or 

age.  

It works like this - after you have opened your card (or any letter with a stuck-down stamp, not a 

franked or pre-printed and pseudo-stamped envelope), trim a margin of about 1cm (just under 1/2ò 

in old money) and bring the trimmed stamps into St. Paulôs Church and place them into the 

collection box. The collection box will be at the back of the church, next to the post box used to post 

cards to friends at church.  

I will collect the stamps and deliver them to the RNIB. The RNIB then sell the stamps to stamp 

collectors at home and overseas, and also a small portion are sold to artists. The artists use the 

stamps to make huge canvas pictures, using thousands of different coloured stamps as pixels.  

These are just a couple of examples of how the funds raised can be used to help - Ã15 allows the 

RNIB to work with publishers to make an accessible text book available through the book sharing 

scheme and Ã40 is enough for a whole year of Talking Books. 

It is such a blessing to be able to help, and I hope that you agree.  

Wishing you a happy Christmas and may your heart be filled with the love, joy and peace of Our 

Saviour.  

               Naomi Pinder  

Tuesday Club 

Our meeting on the 11
h
 November was a visit from Meg Dixon 

who is an actress and gave us her one woman show called óThe Kingôs Shillingô. This was a story in 

songs, poetry and readings about the First World War and especially relevant as this was Armistice 

Day.  All the material Meg uses are the words of real people rather than politicians. It was very 

thoughtfully put together and she also told us about her career so far and her future plans. 

The next Tuesday Club meeting will be on 9
th
 December when Gordon and Ann Sharpe will give us 

another of their wonderful video presentations of their journeys near and far that always leaves us 

óSpellboundô. 

A future date for your diaries is the 13
th
 January 2026 where we are extremely fortunate to welcome 

Liz Harrison to come and play her organ and entertain us. She regularly plays The Blackpool Tower 
Ballroom Wurlitzer and we look forward to her toe tapping repertoire.  
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A Reflection - The Night before Christmas  
Canon Andrea Titterington 

 
Although I lived in a high rise apartment in New York City, in my head I 
inhabited the traditional, detached house depicted in the classic Christmas 
story, The Night before Christmas, written by Clement Clarke-Moore in 
1823. Do you remember the poem? It starts: 

м  'Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the house 
 Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse; 
 The stockings were hung by the chimney with care 
 In hopes that St. Nicholas soon would be there; 

I wondered if St. Nicholas could possibly appear as we didnôt have a fireplace or a chimney 
although as we were on the top floor, I did hope that I would hear ñThe prancing and pawing of each 
little hoof...of Dasher, Dancer, Prancer and Vixen, Comet, Cupid, Donner and Blitzen!ò  
 
I never suffered the disappointment or disillusionment of finding out whether the magical figure we 
call Santa Claus existed or not because my mother always said that he was about the spirit of 
Christmas ï generosity, love and joy. Even if not very picturesque our home was loving, warm and 
secure. Our family was small and we were able to celebrate together. In the Lutheran Church I 
attended we sang traditional carols. Despite the cold weather and the dark, I didnôt worry about not 
living in the poemôs landscape. 
 
In the same way I didnôt think too deeply about the conditions described in the gospel accounts of 
the Nativity: homelessness and the reality of what giving birth in a stable would entail.  We sang 
ñAway in a mangerò not concerned about the reality.  
 
Having spent my career trying to meet the housing needs of low income people and families, even 
amidst the spirit of Christmas and the joy of the Saviourôs birth, I am too aware of those who will be 
homeless or in temporary accommodation in this season and all year round for their stories not to 
be a shadow on festivities. 
 
Lukeôs setting of the Nativity Shepherds, guided by an angelic host, found the babe lying in a 
manger in a stable. The three Wise Men in Matthewôs gospel followed a star to a house in 
Bethlehem. With all that we know from the New Testament writers about Jesus, his ministry and 
teachings, it would have been bizarre if he was born in a palace.   
 
Not only was Jesus homeless for the three years of his ministry (Matthew 8:19-20; Luke 9:57-58), 
but his messages about the special place of the poor in Godôs kingdom (Luke 10:25-37), many 
parables and encounters command us to care for the poor. Quoting Isaiah (61:1) Jesus 
characterises his role as ñThe Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach 
good news to the poor...ò (Luke 4:18) He tells a young man to sell his possessions and give to the 
poor. (Matthew 19:21) The rich man who ignores Lazarus at the gate and the rich man who intends 
to build larger barns for his accumulated wealth are punished.  
 
As Christians we are to follow Jesusô call to action: to have compassion and care for the poor like 
the Good Samaritan. In Matthewôs gospel Jesus described those who were blessed as the ones 
who gave food to the hungry, drink to those who were thirsty, clothing to the naked, visited the sick 
and the imprisoned. They would inherit the kingdom. (Matthew 25:31-46) 
 
In this season of giving, celebration and joy at the coming of our Saviour, we are to share our 
bounty and love. And as St. Nicholas shouts as he leaves in Clement-Mooreôs poem our chorus can 
be: ñHappy Christmas to all, and to all a good-night." 
 
м   ƘǧǇǎΥκκǘƘŜǇŀǊǊƻǘŎƭǳōΦŎƻΦǳƪκŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅκƛƴŘŜȄΦǇƘǇΚǘƘǊŜŀŘǎκǘǿŀǎ-ǘƘŜ-ƴƛƎƘǘ-ōŜŦƻǊŜ-ŎƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ-ōȅ-ŎƭŜƳŜƴǘ-ŎƭŀǊƪŜ-ƳƻƻǊŜΦпсофсκ  
 

https://theparrotclub.co.uk/community/index.php?threads/twas-the-night-before-christmas-by-clement-clarke-moore.46396/
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Berry Lane Dental Surgery 
7 Berry Lane 
Longridge 
01772 782 066 

 
Email: reception@berrylanedentalsurgery.co.uk 

Www.berrylanedentalsurgery.co.uk 

Jennifer Royle BSc 
(Hons) MChS 
 
Sarah Turner BSc 
(Hons) MChS 
 
HCPC Reg 
Chiropodists / 
Podiatrists 

2 Towneley Road, Longridge PR3 3EA 
01772 378812 

Www.thefootroom.co.uk 

thefootroom 

MICROPUB 

Tap & Vent 

 

01772 875 781 

07966 500 158 

4 Towneley E: tapandvent@xln.co.uk         tap&vent 

 

DMD 
Interior Design 

Sale of 
Beautiful Furniture, Ceramics  

and Faux Floristry.  
Candles and Melts by  
Helen Cartmel. 

Cushions and Throws  
by Carol Young Interiors. 

Fully Licensed Bar 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Open 12noon to 8pm 
Wednesday to Saturday 

1 Lower Lane, Longridge, PR3 3SL 
01772 302299 

CƭƻǿŜǊ DƭŀŘŜ 

CƭƻǊƛǎǘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎ 

vǳŜǎǘ IƻǳǎŜΣ LǊǿŜƭƭ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ 

[ƻƴƎǊƛŘƎŜ 

RIBBLE FARM FARE 

High Class Greengrocers 
Suppliers to the Catering Trade 

 
Shay Lane Industrial Estate, Longridge 

 
 

Tel. 01772 782693 / 783386 

51 Berry Lane, Longridge PR3 3NH 

лмттн орлтол 

ƛƴŦƻϪǘƘŜōƭƻƻƳǊƻƻƳƭƻƴƎǊƛŘƎŜΦŎƻΦǳƪ   

Tinaôs Corner Bakery Ltd 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Retail bakery 
Hot & cold freshly made sandwiches 

Freshly baked cakes 
Hot and cold pies  

 

Open 7.45am ï 2pm 
Monday ï Saturday 

 
76 Derby Road, Longridge, PR3 3FE 

Tel: 01772 782514 

G. ROWLES 
MASTER BUTCHERS 
DELICATESSEN 

All locally sourced produce from the  
Ribble Valley 

Home made sausages and burgers 
Handmade Pies  
Sausage Rolls  
Pork Pies  

Home Cooked Meats  
 

6-8 Inglewhite Road 
01772 786308 
07889 276083 

 

² . tǊŜǎǘƻƴ LƴǘŜǊƛƻǊǎ 

ǿǿǿΦǿōǇǊŜǎǘƻƴΦŎƻΦǳƪ 
лмттн туоорл 
мсō .ŜǊǊȅ [ŀƴŜΣ [ƻƴƎǊƛŘƎŜ 

Adam and Chantelle welcome you 

Jewellers 
 

12 Towneley Parade, Berry Lane 
Longridge PR3 3HU 
01772 782558 

Longridge Goldsmiths 

mailto:info@thebloomroomlongridge.co.uk
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G. J. Harrison  

& Sons  
 

 

 

 

 
07795 285 778 

ƎŀǊŜǘƘƘŀǊǊƛǎƻƴϪȅƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

Creative Hair  

59 Berry Lane  
Longridge  
Preston.  

Tel: 01772 785554 

Home feeding services for pets and  
livestock 

Four paws two claws 
 

Over 20 years experience of many animals 
Will cover Longridge and the local area 

 

Call Denise Cowell 
01772 780436 
07931 136187 

denise@joden.co.uk 

HOLIDAY COTTAGE  
ALSTON LANE 

Gold Rated 4 Star 
1 Bedroom/ Ground Floor Wheelchair Access 

Ideal for visiting family & friends 
base for exploring 

www.theprovenhouse.co.uk 
Proprietor Kathleen English  
01772 782653   07751 989759  
Email kenglish56@hotmail.co.uk 

Irelandôs Garage Ltd 
 

M.O.T Testing 
Servicing & Repairs 

Engine Management Fault Diagnosis and 
Repairs , Tyres & Tyre Repairs 
Wheel Balancing & Tracking 
Estimates without Obligation 

60 Inglewhite Road, Longridge, Preston  
Tel. 01772 785553 

Email robpye@talktalk.net 
Www.irelandsgarage.com 

BONDS OF LONGRIDGE LTD. 

 

Automobile Engineers -  

Repairs and Overhauls 

Tyres - Oil - Petrol - Spares - Accessories 

M.O.T. Testing 

Stonebridge Garage, Longridge 

 

Tel 01772  783298 

TOUCHWOOD 
Flooring Company 

All types of floor coverings 
Including 

 
 
 
 

  

WARWICK STREET 
MOTORS LTD 

MOT testing, servicing, repairs,  
diagnostics 

Warwick Street, Longridge PR3 3EB 
Euan Douglas 
01772 783282 

www.warwickstreetmotors.com 
warwickstreetmotors@hotmail.com 

Late availability specialist 

54 Derby Road, Longridge 

01772 786777 
Brand New web Site 

www.travelcircle.co.uk 

Travel Circle 

Now Diane at Aura 
Hair Salon 

 
3 Inglewhte Rd. Longridge, PR3 3JR 

07825 016959 
www.halcyondayshairandmakeup.co.uk 

 

 

Tel: 01772 233030 Mob: 07864 013605 
e-mail info@tottpetshop.co.uk  
Web: www.tottpetshop.uk 

OPENING HOURS 
 
Mon 10.30-4.30 
Tue  closed 
Wed 10.30-4.30 
Thur 11.30-5.30 
Fri    10.30-4.30 
Sat   10am-3pm 
Sun   Closed 

 

- Plumbing  
- Heating  

- Gas work 
- Tiling 

- Gutters 
- Drains 

WALTER CAREFOOT 

& SONS LTD. 

Residential Lettings  

Commercial Construction 

Established 1929 
Blackpool Road, Longridge 

Tel: 01772 783711 

Web: www.carefootplc.com 

D M JENNINGS  
JOINERY  & GLAZING  

 

Call Dave on 

01772 465283 

07841704888 

Exhausts, Tyres,  
Clutches, Brakes,  
Shock absorbers,  
Mechanical repairs, 
Chassis welding,  
Servicing, Tracking 

 
 

Stonebridge Mill, Kestor Lane, 
Longridge. 

Tel. 01772  784000(day)  
 01772 782797(after hours)  
Mobile 07860 273196 

Proprietors:  

David and Susan Newby 

 18-20 Berry Lane   
 Longridge, PR3 3JA 
 

Office  01772 378300 
Belinda  07782 264647 
 Dan   07720 623120 

E-mail: 
belinda581@hotmail.co.uk 
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Inspirational Words by Rev. Adrian Mairs 

Two thousand years ago angels appeared to shepherds on a hillside and gave this 
announcementéI bring you good news of great joy that will be for ALL people.  
Today in Bethlehem a SAVIOUR has been born to you.  He is Christ the Lord.   
Luke2v10&11. 

Many years ago I came across the following parable by an American Minister 
Canon T. Wendell. 

The Parable of the Lifesaving Station.  

On a dangerous sea coast where shipwrecks often occur, there was once a crude little lifesaving 
station. The building was just a hut and there was only one boat but a few devoted members kept a 
constant watch over the sea and with no thought for themselves went out every day and night 
tirelessly searching for those who were lost. Some of those who were saved and various others in 
the surrounding area wanted to become associated with the station and gave of their time, money 
and effort to support its work. New boats were bought and new crews trained. The little lifesaving 
station grew. 

Some members of the lifesaving station were unhappy that the building was so crude and poorly 
equipped. They felt that a more comfortable place should be provided as the first refuge of those 
saved from the sea. They replaced the emergency cots with beds and put better furniture in the 
enlarged building. 

Now the lifesaving station became a popular gathering place for its members and they decorated it 
beautifully because they used it as a sort of club. Fewer members were now interested in going to 
sea on lifesaving missions, so they hired a lifeboat crew to do this work. 

The lifesaving motif still prevailed in the clubôs decoration and there was a liturgical lifeboat in the 
room where the clubôs initiations were held. About this time a large ship wrecked off the coast and 
the hired crew brought in boatloads of cold wet and half-drowned people. They were dirty and sick. 
The beautiful new club was in chaos so the property committee immediately had a shower house 
built outside the club where the victims of shipwrecks could be cleaned before coming inside. 

At the next meeting there was a split among the club membership .Most of the members wanted to 
stop the  clubôs lifesaving activities as being unpleasant and a hindrance to the normal social life of 
the club. Some members insisted on lifesaving as their primary purpose and pointed out that they 
were still called a  lifesaving station, but they were finally voted down and told if they wanted to save 
lives of all the various kinds of people who were shipwrecked in those waters they could begin their 
own lifesaving station. So they did. 

As years passed the new station experienced the same changes that had occurred in the old, It 
evolved into a club and yet another lifesaving station was founded. History continued to repeat itself 
and if you visit that seacoast today you will find a number of exclusive clubs along the shore. 
Shipwrecks are frequent in those waters but people drown. 

Only a parable, but what has it to do with the angels message. It simply reminds us of two cardinal 
truthsé..The church  should be a lifesaving station for all shipwrecked in life (and yes even the 
comfortable) and each person needs to know the saving grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, who was 
born in Bethlehem and later died on a cross, to make that grace freely available to all who come to 
him. 

As you read these words may you either praise God that Jesus is your Saviour, or this Christmas 
ask him to be your Saviour. 
          Christmas blessings Adrian  
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#TheFoneVillage #MobiVillageLongridge #mobivillage #longridge  

  
 Visit us at: 
 57 Berry Lane 
 Longridge 
 PR3 3NH 

 Brought to you by your Mobi Village team 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/thefonevillage?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVQ8QqiDRtvmHw8EaGcCGNtM22bS5hcVu6RxAOnlIlZ9ZPcMIL8IQR5ckBX4V-pND6NLqJ4ryLUzZSj3b1JCWlAuhyeIFvYqE-h1PMmCBpFmYyK-PZEve8-Fh1o-A371Yc9At1JXptReuWtsDy-WLEGa66xVBJqihhJTM79h08YmmIa7EuDX5dmGF
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/mobivillagelongridge?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVQ8QqiDRtvmHw8EaGcCGNtM22bS5hcVu6RxAOnlIlZ9ZPcMIL8IQR5ckBX4V-pND6NLqJ4ryLUzZSj3b1JCWlAuhyeIFvYqE-h1PMmCBpFmYyK-PZEve8-Fh1o-A371Yc9At1JXptReuWtsDy-WLEGa66xVBJqihhJTM79h08YmmIa7EuD
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/mobivillage?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVQ8QqiDRtvmHw8EaGcCGNtM22bS5hcVu6RxAOnlIlZ9ZPcMIL8IQR5ckBX4V-pND6NLqJ4ryLUzZSj3b1JCWlAuhyeIFvYqE-h1PMmCBpFmYyK-PZEve8-Fh1o-A371Yc9At1JXptReuWtsDy-WLEGa66xVBJqihhJTM79h08YmmIa7EuDX5dmGFO4M
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/longridge?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVQ8QqiDRtvmHw8EaGcCGNtM22bS5hcVu6RxAOnlIlZ9ZPcMIL8IQR5ckBX4V-pND6NLqJ4ryLUzZSj3b1JCWlAuhyeIFvYqE-h1PMmCBpFmYyK-PZEve8-Fh1o-A371Yc9At1JXptReuWtsDy-WLEGa66xVBJqihhJTM79h08YmmIa7EuDX5dmGFO4MOM
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My Favourite Christmas Carol - Rosemary Lyons 

As we reach the seasons of Advent and Christmas, this month we thought it appropriate that the 'My 
Favourite Hymn' feature should be 'My Favourite Christmas Carol'.  
There are so many beautiful Christmas carols, it is incredibly difficult to choose just one - but looking 
back over many years of singing in the choir, one of my favourites must be  
In the Bleak Midwinter.  This carol describes the humble birth of Jesus in a stable, contrasting the 
glory of heaven with the harshness of earth. It combines evocative and poignant words with 
beautiful music. The words are by the English poet Christina Rossetti, but for me it is in particular 
the haunting musical setting by Gustav Holst that sets it apart.   
Whereas most carols focus on the traditional angels, stars and kings, In the Bleak Midwinter points 
us instead to the real and ordinary: a cold day, a straw bed, a mother's kiss. It reminds us that 
Jesus's story is first and foremost a human story, just like ours. And it reassures us that all we need 
to offer him is our open, human hearts.  
Sometimes we get so overwhelmed and busy when Christmas is approaching. But these words 
remind us that Christmas is not about ourselves and our busy lives; it's about celebrating Jesus's 
life. It's a reminder to focus on the simple heartfelt gifts we can offer, like giving Him our love and 
devotion. These words help me to remember the true meaning of Christmas, and bring a sense of 
peace and purpose during the holiday season.  

        In the bleak mid-winter   
 Frosty wind made moan 
  Earth stood hard as iron, 
  Water like a stone; 
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, 
  Snow on snow, 
In the bleak mid-winter 
  Long ago. 
 
Our God, heaven cannot hold Him 
  Nor earth sustain, 
Heaven and earth shall flee away 
  When He comes to reign: 
In the bleak mid-winter 
  A stable-place sufficed 
The Lord God Almighty ð 
  Jesus Christ. 
 
Enough for Him, whom cherubim 
  Worship night and day, 
A breastful of milk 
  And a mangerful of hay; 
Enough for Him, whom Angels 
  Fall down before, 
The ox and ass and camel 
  Which adore. 

 
 

Angels and Archangels 
  May have gathered there, 
Cherubim and seraphim 
  Thronged the air; 
But only His Mother 
  In her maiden bliss 
Worshipped the Beloved 
  With a kiss. 
 
What can I give Him, 
  Poor as I am?  
If I were a Shepherd 
  I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a Wise Man 
  I would do my part,  
Yet what I can I give Him,  
  Give my heart. 

 
                   Christina Rossetti (1872) 

72 Berry Lane,  
Longridge 
PR3 3WH 
 

01772 788 400 
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FROM THE FLOWER TEAM.ð 

Donna Rowe-Green 

As we enter the time of Advent our floral arrangements 
that usually adorn the church will be replaced by a 
simple, foliage-based advent display around the advent 
candles.  I have often found this a little strange as advent 
feels like a time of joy and anticipation, something to be 
celebrated.  However, a quick google gave me a lovely 
phrase ï advent is a time of Preparation and Hope.   

Whenever we in the flower team create a display for the church, we start 
by putting in the greenery, forming the shape we want, the foundation 
stone of our arrangement.  In doing so, we hope that when we put the 

flowers in it will serve as a fitting offering to both our congregation and to God. 

Advent is about preparing to receive the baby Jesus into our world, the man who will show us the 
shape our life must take and then pay the ultimate sacrifice for each and every one of us.  With this 
foundation stone, we can then add our own flowers ï the things we do with our life to make it a 
fitting offering to God, our family, community and the wider world.   

As I am writing this I am reminded of the sermon from Reverend Mike in a recent service about the 
value of Contribution.  We all have something to offer ï we all have our own flowers to add to the 
foundation of our Christian life.  It may be something we can do in our work life, our home life,  in 
our community and of course here in church.  It doesnôt have to be big and showy like a peony, 
there is equal value to a dandelion flower providing food for bees before all the other flowers bloom.  
It may be noticing a work colleague who is struggling and lending them some help, smiling at a 
parent who is trying to calm a raucous child in the middle of a supermarket and offering them a kind 
word of encouragement, or considering joining our little flower team (no experience needed, 
honestly). 

So as we tone down our displays for a few weeks, please mindfully take note of this greenery, the 
simple representation of our preparation to welcome Jesus into our world, consider your foundation 
stone in Him, and reflect on how you might hope to add óflowersô to your life, those little gestures of 
contribution that serve Him in a very practical way, be they peonies or dandelions. 

Thank you, and the whole flower team wish you a peaceful and joyous Christmas.  

  St. Lawrence Flower Rota 
 

  ADVENT ï No flowers 

  December   24
th
, 25

th
 & 28

th
 ï Christmas Flowers 

  January       4
th
  Vacant 

                     11
th
  In memory of Samuel Wallace 

                      18
th
  Vacant 

        25
th 

 In memory of Revd. Peter and Doreen Furness 

 

St. Paulôs Flowers 
 
  Christmas Flowers ï Flower Group 

  January -  Barbara McCormick 

 

(There will be baskets in both churches for donations towards the cost of Christmas arrangements)   
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SCHOOL NEWS ï from Headteacher Catherine Parkin 
 

 

 

Remembrance 

Last month our Year 6 
children represented 
school at the war 
memorial service on 
Armistice Day, while some 
of the House Captains 
joined Mrs Dewhurst and 
Mrs Parkinson at the 

Remembrance Parade on the Sunday. As usual our wonderful 
young people did us proud! 
 

 

 

Computing in Year 5 

Computing is a real strength of the curriculum here at Longridge CE Primary and a favourite subject 

with many children. In Autumn Term, Year 5 have been using iMovie Maker and a green screen to 

create their very own videos to advertise Blackpool. We have some talented computer scientists 

and some equally impressive drama skills! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coding Club 

For those who want to continue 

developing their computer skills 

outside of lessons, Jam Coding are 

once again running an after-school 

club for children who love computer 

games. But rather than just playing 

them, they are learning to design 

them! The club teaches coding 

concepts, problem solving skills and allows the children to be 

creative enhancing their art, storytelling and design skills. 

 

 



 The Log  bƛƴŜǘŜŜƴ 

Come and Learn 
Reception Class recently held their first óCome and Learnô session of the year. This gives parents 
the chance to visit the classroom and take part in some activities alongside their child. The children 
love showing their family around and get very excited about having visitors. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On 5
th
 November Mrs Carr held an Early Reading and phonics meeting in the school hall. Following 

this, it was great to see parents come along to our reading workshops to find out about how to make 
the most of that precious 1:1 reading time at home. Thank you to everyone who attended. 
 
 
Primary School Places 
 
Thursday 15

th
 January is the closing date for applications for primary school places for September 

2026. If you know anyone who has a child ready to start Reception next September, please remind 
them to apply. If they attend a church, they should also fill in the supplementary application form. 
This is available on the school website under Admissions. Please go to https://
www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/apply-for-a-school-place/starting-
primary-school/   
 
 
Events in December & January 
 
Christmas lunch will take place on Wednesday 10th December. If your child does not usually have a 

school lunch but would like one on this day, please email Mrs McCormick (admin@longridge-

cofe.lancs.sch.uk) in the school office to book. 

¶ Mon 1
st
 Dec - Reception and 2toSchool dress rehearsal for Nativity in school. 

¶ Wed 3
rd
 Dec ï Reception and 2toSchool Nativity performance in the school hall at 2.15pm. 

¶ Mon 8
th
 Dec - Years 1 & 2 Nativity Dress Rehearsal in school. 

¶ Tue 9th Dec ï Cinderella of Clitheroe Castle. Pantomime at The Grand, Clitheroe. Leaves at 

         9am. 

¶ Tue 9
th
 Dec - Evening Performance Years 1 & 2 Nativity 6pm in the school hall. 

¶ Thu 11
th
 Dec - Years 1 & 2 Nativity Afternoon Performance 2pm in the school hall 

¶ Fri 12
th
 Dec ï Trophy Assembly in St Paulôs Church at 9.15am 

¶ Thu 18
th
 Dec ï School closes for Christmas at 3.30pm 

¶ Mon 5
th
 Jan 2026 ï School opens at 8.50am 

School News continued ééé. 

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/apply-for-a-school-place/starting-primary-school/
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/apply-for-a-school-place/starting-primary-school/
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/apply-for-a-school-place/starting-primary-school/

